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True and Faichful ; 


ACCOMPT' 


The moſt material} Paſſages of 
WM 2 Diſpute betwixt fome Students. of Dioin- 
ty ( fo called) of the Univerſity of Aber- 
dene, and the People (called Quakers z heid 
in Aberdene in Scotland, in Alexauder Harper 
his Cl:{- (or Yard) before ſome hundreds cf 
Witnefſes, upon the fourtcenth day of the ; 
ſzcond Month called April, a There bein LA 
Foba Lefly, "4 
Opponents Alexander Shirreff, > Maſt, of Art, 
Paul Gellie, 


andDefendants upon the ©uakers part. 
Robert Barclay, and George Keith, 


refes for moderating the meeting 


choſen by them, Anirew Thomſone Ady ocates 
and by the Quaker s, Alexagder Skein, ſom- 
tim? a Magiltrate of rhe City, 


Pobliſhed for preventing miſreyorts , | I 
by Alexander Sh2iu . * Fobyu Skern 5 Als ND FL. q 
der Harper, Thomas Mixſer, and Fo 1 Cowie, if 

To which IS a: 1ded, Robert Ba-rciay's 


offer to the Preachers of Aberd: we, renewed 
and re inforced, 


_ 
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AQ. ; 4.27 For r of a truth, —_ thy holy Child 
Feſus, whom thou haſt a mqgatell . both Heros, 
and Pontius Pilate, with the Genrilcs , , a9 
the People o, Trael « were gathers, dT toreth 


—- ————O— 


——— - 


Londen Prrated, in the Year, 1675, 


_ 
| The Epiſtle. 


\ 
Friendly Readers. Io 
Oraſmuch as our oppo- 

ſers threatned they would 

Print an accompt of the 

debate , and goaſted of a 

vitory, we thoug't it our concern- 
ment for the Truths ſake , and to 
audeceive theſe that may be abuſed 
by ſuch reports, to give this true and 
faithful accompt of what pat : which 
we are confident all the impartial 
and attentive Auditors, will affurme 
to be a true accompt ; neither is 
there any one Argument omitted 
that we can remember of , or any 
thing added, There were many 
thinos ſpoken extrinſick from the 
matter ; and ſomtimes confuſealy 
two or three of our oppoſers ſpeaking 
often at once, aud alſo ſome others 
A 2 that 


Th 

that were not concerned, as parti 
 eularly, ve Brown the Biſhops Chap- 
lain, who though he refuſed to Sub. 
ſcribe the Articles, and ſo w.: cx 
cluded t; ! {rom ſpeating, dis of ten mo 
EY 'y interupt, and intrude 
himſelf. . But theſe bei 'ng ozly tran 
ſcien, and | 220 Arouments inſt flea 
072 ; We have ot FF; ſorted thers, IFug- 
dying fo | keep to the matter: 41d wwe 
ao farrhf7 ally declare that we hav 
herein gl alt eppartially according 
to our memory, 4s we hope ſuch ſe- 
rrous Andrtors 35 may we this will 
ack nowledge. So leaving you to the 
peruſal bereof,, we reſt, 


Your Souls well-wiſhers, 
Alexander Skein, 
Jobn Skein. 

Thomas Mercer, 
Jobn Cowie. 
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In the firſt place the Articles were read 
which are as followeth, 


bg I ishereby declared that this is 
to be a private conference be- 
g twixt the Students of Divinity 

mm (0 called ) of the Colledges 
of Aberdene , and the People called 
Quakers, as a fulilling of agy Citals 
leage wherein theſe Students may be 
included, within the Theſes fer forth by 


Robert Barclay ( or may have received 


from any of that People ) but abſtract 
from the Publick Challenge given to 
the Preachers in general ta the end of 
the Engliſh Theſes; becauſe it is of- 
fered with particular condition of 
having the Publick places to diſpute 
in, before the Auditories, before whom 
they conceive they have Deen mile. 
preſented. 

2. It is provided that when any of 
either Party is ſpeaking, if any of their 
company offer to ſpeak, he that is 
ſpeaking is to be filent; but if two of a 
Party ſpeak at once, he that is ſecn'to 
obtrude_ himſelf, ſhall. be judged 1n- 
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(6) 
pertinent, and excluded thereby from 
Firther acceſs, 

3+ That cach ſpeaker on any of the 
ſides have full liberty, and time to 
ſpeak, without interruption of the con: 
trary Party; and that he that inter- 
rupts ihall be debarred from farther 
ſpeaking. * | 

4» That each ſide abſtain from 
School-terms and diſtinctions ( as 
much as poſſible ) but if any uſe them, 
that they may be opened to the People 
in plain' Ezglih, ſo that any of ordina. 
ry capacity ( that are not educated in 
Colledges) may underſtand them. 

3. As for Retortions they muſt not 
be impertinent, and from the purpoſe; 
and none ſhall be ſo inſiſted on as to di- 
vert us from the point, or turn the Op- 
ponent into the Reſpondent, 

6. The day appointed for the Confer- 
rence, is the fourteenth of 4pri/, in the 
' Year, one thouſand fix hundred feventy 
five. (bcing the day called Wedneſday) 
the place js to be at Alexander Har- 
per: Houſe or Cloſe ( in caſe the Gray: 
Fryers Church ( ſe called ) cannot 
be ob:g:ncd and itt at the Conferrence 

18 
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is to continue from two to five a Clock 
in the After.noon, 
7. Both Parties ſhall endeavour to 


C procure a Praſes ro moderate , but not 
9 | to have any deciſive judgement; yet 
I | iffuch a one cannot be procured, the 
- | Conference is not to be broken up. 

K 8. And it ts hereby declared that 


both Parties intend this for mutual 
edification; and thercfore intend to 
, abſtain from any thing that may ob- 
ſtruct ſo good an Event. 
9. It is likewiſe agreed, that none 
t ſhall have liberty to ſpeak, but thoſe 
F that have, or ſhall Subſcribe before rhe 
Diſpute begin, theſe aforeſaid Articles, 
Here Alex. Skein one of our Friends 
, choſen Praſes for Us ( becauſe we 
; could not at that time procure ano- 
ther ) ſtanding up with the other Pra- 
ſes. Studient, It was condeſcended 
that no Quaker ſhould be a Preples, 
Quaker, We. are wronged; for we 
never condeſcended to any ſuch thing ; 
and ſecing ye have choſen one of your 
way , how can we be hindered to 
chooſe one of ours. 
Anar. Thamſone their Preſes, There 
A 4 necds 


(8) 
needs no debate in this matter; for we 
are choſen not to have any deciſive 
judgement, but only for the Moral 
part, to take notice if the Rules be 
obſerved; or whether ye keep to the 
purpoſe. Then 7obz Leſlie had a long 
and tedious diſcourſe, concerning what 
was fit to be done, and how we ought 
to diſputc. 

G. XK. Preſes. I ſuppoſe we came 
not to this place to hear from this 
Young-man a long Log1que diſcourſe. 

R.B ] delire to be heard , we being 
a People ſo generaily miſrepreſ-nted, 
as heretical and erroneous, did con- 
ccive orr ſclves obliged to give a true 
and faithful account of our Principles ; 
which I did in a certain Paper now un- 
der debate, and,that our innocency. 
thereia might appear, there was a 
Chaitenge added to the end of it ,, of- 
fering to defend theſe our Principles, 
if we might be allowed ſoto doin theſe 
Publick places. where we have been fo 
much miſrepreſented , and againſt 
thoſe Perſons who had there ſo often 
traduced vs: To which having recet- 
ved no Anſwer, ſome of the oa” 
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of Divinity came to us; and ſignified 
that they looked upon themſelves as 
concerned ; becauſe mention is made 
of ſuch in the beginning of that Paper. 
To whom we anſwered, that they 
were not the Perſons challenged by Us; 
a5 not veing the Publics Preachers that 
had miſrepreſented Us : But ſeeing 
they were deſirous to debate the mat- 
ter, we were not unwilling to render 
to any, a reaſon of the hepe that is in 
us; and therefore ſhould not decline 
it. And foraſmuch as ſome did object, 
that we were at a loſs, as engaging 
with them; becauſe there would be 
little advantage in caſe we had any 
victory and a greater reflection, ſhould 
we appear to be at any loſs, To ſuch 
we had, and have this to ſay ; that as 
we are not afraid to'meet with the 
oreateſt and ableſt of the Preachers 
themſelves: ſo the Truth leads us not 


{to deſpiſe any. As R. B, was going 


0n, he was interrupted. 
Alex. Shirreff, If it were pertinent I 
could eafily diſprove much of what is 


fa1d; but to be ſhort, R. B, having 


2iven Theſes , provoking all the Scho- 
| lars 


_ (210) 
Jars of Europe and Great Britain, 
though R. B. pretends in his Preface 
to be againſt School-Divinity ; yet his 
Theſes are full ofit: and there are 
many other contradictions, which [ 
will not now take notice of, The 
Preachers and Miniſters of the Word, 
not finding themſelves concerned ; we 
Young-men, and but Students, have 
offered to'diſpute : in the Articles the 
Quakers have been very unreaſonable; 
and particularly, G. X. did refuſe any 
Article ſhould be put in, againſt railing; 
becauſe he ſaid, that might be railing 
2 me, which was not in him ; becauſe 
he C to wit, G. K.) was immediately} 
led by the Spirit. We have concluded, 
that being Young men, in caſe the 
Duakers ſhould have any advantage, 
it will nat be of great conſequence, 
and if we have advantage, we hope it 
may be uſeful; becauſe theſe are the 
great Prophets and Preachers, of tic 
Luakers. 

G. K. I could take notice of many 
things not true in that Young-mans 
long diſcourſe ; as particularly , that 
R. B. hath provoked all Europe; but! 
Pal 
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(11) 
paſs them by , becauſe I'me here ex- 
ceedingiy abuſed; and therefore de- 
fire to be heard: for I declare in God's 
fear, and in ſingleneſs of my heart, 
[never {aid any fuch thing as is by thar 
Young-man alledged upon me; as I 
can appeal to the Auditors who were 
there preſent, but what I ſaid was this; 
I cannot bind my ſelf, not to rail be- 
cauſe I'me bound already that I ſhould 
not rail, by the righteous 

Law of God in my Con- And it may 
(cience;and may perhaps fre be - ob- 


; ſeryed hat 
ſpeak that, as believ- ww ng 7 


ing 4t to be true , which L. ſpeaking re- 
ye may call railing. fletingly a- 

gainſt the 
Quakers, ſaid, it was no railing to ſpeak the 


truth z which was all we pleaded for, 


A. Shir. 1 being chiefly concerned, 
and having mottly occaſioned this De- 
bate, am employed by the reſt to ſpeak 
firſt; and therefore I will impugne the 
ſecond theſis, which R. B. read; and 
1s as followeth, 

Seeing no Alan knoweth the Father, 
but the Sow , and be to whom the Son 
revealeth him, Mat. 11. 27. Ard ſee- 
ang 


(12) 
eng the revelation of the Sor 16 81, and by 
the Spirit, therefore the Teſtsmony of the 
Spirit, i that alone by which the true 
knowledge of God bath been, is and can 
be only revealed; wo as by the movgng 
. of his own Spirit converted the Chaos of 
this World , into that wonderfu order, 
waerein it was in the beginning ; and 
Created Afan a living Soul to rule and 
Tevern it : fo by the revelation of the ſame 
Spirit, be hath made manifeſt himſelf all 
along untothe Sons of Men., both Patri- 
archs, Prophets, and Apoſtles, which 
Revelations of God, by the ſpirit, whether 
by outward voices, and appearances , 
Dreams,or inward objettive manifeſt ati- 
os in the heart , was of old the formal 
Object of their Faith, and remaineth yet 
{o to be, ſince the Objet of the Saints 
Faith us the ſame in all Ares, though ſct 
forth under divers Adminiſtrations : 
moreover theſe Divine inward Revelati- 
ons, which we make abſolutely neceſſary 
for che builZing up true Faith , neither 
do, nor can ever contradick the outward 
Teſtimony of the Scriptures, or right and 
feund reaſon; yet from hence it will not 
follow, that the Divine Revelations are to 


be 


13 
be ſubjeed to the examination, either of 
the outward teſtimony of the Scriptures, 
or of the natural reaſon of fan, astoa 
more noble, or certain Rule and Touch 
fone: for this Divine Revelation, and in. 
ward Illumination, is that which i; evi. 
dent and clear of it ſelf ; forcing by its 
own evidence and clearneſs the well difÞo 
ſed underſtand” to afſirt, wrefſt fly 
moving the ſame ' unto, even as the 
common Principles of natural truths, move 
and incline the mind to a natural aſſert. 

R. B. People, this is that which we 
aſirm , and which theſe Young-men 
are about to diſpute againſt as falſe ; 
notwithſtanding that A. Shir, had thus 
offered himſelt firſt to diſpute, yet 1. L. 
incruding himſelf put him to ſilence ; 
Beginning as followeth, _ 

I. L, That which is not to be' be- 
licved as the Rule oi Faith, is Hot to be 
the Rule of Faith 5 bur the Spirit is, not 
to be believed as the Rule of Faith., 
therefore the Spirit is not to be the 
Rule of Faith. | 

R. B. Having repeated the Argu- 
ment I ceny the Minor or ſecond Pro- 
poſition, 
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7. L. I prove it, that which hath not 


2 ſufficient evidence, to evidence it 
ſelf to be a Rule, is not to be a Rule; 
but the Spirit in the Quakers hath not 
a ſufficient evidence, whereby to evi- 
dence it ſelf to be a Rule; therefore 
the Spirit in the Quakers is not to be 
our Rule. - 

R. B. ( Having repeated the Argu- 
ment) 1 diſtinguiſh that ſecond Pro- 
poſition, If thou meaneſt any Spirit in 
the Quakers, which they peculiarly 
aſſume to themſelves as Quakers, of 
ſay they have as a part of :nemſelves, 
or of Mans Nature ;, we concede that 
ſuch have no evidence, neither do we 
ſay that any ſuch Spirit is to be our 
Rule; but if thou meaneſt that Uni 
verſal Spirit of God, a manifeſtation 
whereof is given to every one to profit 
withall; we affirm it hath a ſufficient 
evidence in us, and in all Men. 

1. L. 1 urge that diſtinction , If the 
Spirit hath a ſufficient evidence, either 
this evidence is from your own decla- 
ration, or ſome other ; but it is neither 
from your own declaration , nor from 


ſome other; therefore, it hath not a 
ſuffict 
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ſufficient evidence, R. B. It is from 
both. | | 

J.L. What is #tthen? 

R.B. That it teacheth us to deny 
ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, and to 
live ſoderly, righteouſly, and- godly in 
this preſent World; this is an evidence 
to all Men. | 

2. L. Iprove that is not a ſufficient 
evidence thus, That 1s not a ſufficient 
evidence, which Hereticks may pre- 
tend unto, as a ſufficient ground for 
their hereſie ; but Hereticks may pre- 
rend this as a ſufficient ground for their 
heriſie ; therefore it is not a ſufficient 
evidence, | 
 R.B. I anſwer this firſt by a Retor- 
tion; this 1s the ſame Argument upon 
the matter, which the Jeſuit Dempſter 
uſed againſt your Maſter, viz. ohm 
Aſenzaes : for the 7eſuzte preſſing him 
to aſhgn a ground for the Proteſtant 
Religion , which Hereticks could not 
pretend unto. 7. 4. named the 
Scripture , and the 7eſuite fur- 


ther urged, that Hereticks could, and 


did pretend unto the Scriptures. Now 
what evidence can ye give from the 
Scrip* 
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Scriptures, which we cannot give? ff 


yea, and greater from the Spirit, that 
Hereticks cannot juſtly lay claim to. 
Stud. With one voice, We will not 
have Retortions. 
R. B. Piczſes read the Articles which 
contain a particular provition for Re: 
tortions, as bcing lawful, if not in- 
ſited too much on ; ſo the fifth Article 
above-mentioned was rcad. 

.G.K. 1 offer to anſwer directly 
to his Argument without Retortion, 
though I paſs not from the Retortion; 
for it ſtands over your heads, which ye 
will never get over. Then I ſay, we 
have a two-fold evidence, which no 
Herecick can juſtly lay claim to. The 
one is the inward evidence of the Spi- 
rit of God, by. its own immediate Te- 
ftimony in our hearts, The other is the 
Teſtimony of the Scriptures, which 1 
afarm in the Name of the People called 
Duakers, 18 the beſt external and out- 
ward evidence, and rule that can be 
given: And my reaſon why we have 
the Teſtimony of the Scriptures, as an 
evidence that we have the Inſpiration 
of the Spirit, 15 this. All Men have a 
meaſure 
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 fneaſure of the Inſpiration of the Spirit of 


(17) 


od according to the Scriptures teſti- 
6ay,That Chriſt the true Light inligh- 
teneth every man that cometh into the 
world ; and" that a manifeſtarion of the 
Spirit 1s given to every man to profit 
withal : But this univerſal {lluminati- 
on or manifeſtation is inſpired ; and if 
all men. be in meaſure inſpired , then 
conſequently we who arc men are in- 
ſpired. _ 

2. L. I prove yec have not the teiti- 
mony of the Scriptures for a ſufficient 
evidence., That which 1s fallacious 1s 
not a ſuſlicient evidence. But the Scrip- 
tures teſtimony according to the Yua- 
kers, without the indwelling of the Spi- 
rit is fallacious : Therefore the Scrip- 
tures teſtimony is not a ſufficient evis 
dence. | | 
R, B. ( Having repeated the Argu- 
ment) I deny the ſecond Propolition, 

G. K. The Argument 1s wrong in its 
Structure, and vitious as conlifting of 
four Terms, which no right Syllogiſm 
thould have. 

Stud, It isnot informal, for it hath 


not four Terms. 
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G. K. It hath four Terms, and this] 
offer to prove before either your Ma. 
ſters, or any other judicious Logicians| th 
in any Univerſity of. this Nation. I fayfſ 01 
it hath four Terms, becaule it ſubſumes|} fo 
that in. the ſecond. Propoſition - which] t1 
was not 1n the firft Propofition.. : », 

Ar this the Students fell a laughing, 
and ſo provoked the people to lightneſs, 


8 F117 Al. Skeine. ene of the 
bs _ Preſciles, I am ſorry to 
if when any (ce thoſe who profeſs to 
thing is ſubſu- ſtudy Divinity behave 
med in a Syl- themſelves fo lightly, and 
logiſm, RG ſo far from ſeriouſneſs in 
"ER Pro. Tuch weighty matters as 


poſition nor in 'COncera the Truths of 


the Conclu- God. 
fion, whether 


that Syllogiim hath not four Terms, 


G. K. 1am ready ftill to prove that 
the Syllogiſm hath four Terms : but this 
bcipg not fo piper here for this Audi- 
cory, proceed .ye to prove the ſecond 
Propolition, which R. B, hath deni- 
£d. | 
7. Ls I prove the ſecond Propoſition, 
ky | That 


LE (19) 

That which may beguile a man 1s falla- 
cious: But according to the Oughers, 
the Scriptures may beguile a man, with- 
out the indwelling of the Spirit : There 
fore according to the Buakers,the Scrip- 
tures are fallacious, 

* G. K. This Argument 'is alſo wrong 
in the Structure, having four Terms. 

R. B. But waving that I deny thy 
ſecond Propoſition : For the Scripture 
cannot beguile any man, although men 
may or have beguiled themſelves by a 
wrong uſe of it. 

A. Shir. Take notice, People, The 
Luakers ſay, the Scriptures cannot be- 
guile you. 

R. B. Speak lowder yet; for we do 
and have conſtantly affirmed it. nd 
we hope it will help to clear us of thoſe 
miſrepreſentations, as 1f we deſpiſed or 
ipake evil of the Scriptures. 

G.K. 1 would my words could 
reach from the one end of the world 
to the other, when I ſay the Scriptures 
cannot beguile any man, for the Scrip- 
ture 15 innocent, and a true teſtimony 
in it felf ; but men do beguile them- 


ſelves oft 'by making perverſe Gloſles 
" _ upon 


(20) 
upon the Scriptures ; the Scriptore can. 
noc be fallacious, becauſe according to 
you, If 1s-your principal rule of Faith; 
& if we can prove from your own pria- 
Cipal Rule that we are inſpired,then the 
Scriptures teſtimony is not ſallacious, 
clic your Principal Rule would be fal. 
lacious, - 

Stud, But that is not according to | 
your Principle, | 

G. K. But it is an Argument ad ho- 


minem, Waich ye know is lawful; and 


Leſides, though we do not acknowledge 
them to be the principal Rule of our | 
Faith 3. yet we athrm, that they area | 
a true teſtimony, and the beſt outward 
teſtimony and Rule in the world, And 
belides, there is a manifeſtation of the 
Spirit in many, where there is not an 
1n-dwelling of the Spirit, and by this 
manifeſtation. of the Spirit, all men 
may underftand the Scriptures as they 
do 1mproveir. 

Stud, Wewill go to another Argu- 
ment. | 

KR. B. People take notice, this Ar- 
gument 1s Ieit upon this Point, that ac. 
cending to the Ruckery Principle theſe 
| young 


a1) 
young men ſay, the Scriptures may be- 
guil People, which we utterly deny as 
proved, or that can be proved. 

Al. Shirreffe. I argue againſt the la- 
ter part of the ſecond Theſis, where 
ye affirm, That inward, immediate Re- 


velations are neceſſary to the building up 


of true faith, We confeſs that ſub- 
jective R:velation 1s neceſſary, but 
I we deny that objective Revelation is 
neceflary, which ye affirm. | 

G. K. Explain what ye mean by 
ſubjective and objective Revelation, 
that the people may underſtand accor- 
ding to the Articles, 

A. $h. Iexplain it from this Scrip- 
ture, Luke 24.17. Aud beginning at 140- 
ſes and all the Prophets, he expounded un- 
to thems in all the Scriptures the things con- 
cerning himſelf. Here is the objective 
Revelation to wit the Scriptures, ſg 
that they needed not any new objective 
Revelation, but only that which was 
before ; but needed a ſubjective Reve- 
lation, or Divine Illumination to make 
them underſtand the objective Reve]a- 
tion, to wit, the Scriptures. 

G. K. That is not a ſufficient expla- 
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nation of objeQive and ſubjeRive Re. 
velation ; therefore Idelire to be heard, 
that I may open it more ſuticiently, ac- 
cording as is provided in the Articles of 
Agreement. 

Objective Revelation, or the object | 
of our faith. is twofold, ro wit, firſt, Fm 
matertal age, ſecondly the formal 
object. | 
- Stud. Do the people underſtand | 
this. | 
--G. KR. Ifhall explain it to them, for | 
it is neceſſary to the matter in hand. 
The material obicct is that which is to | 
be believed ; the formal object is that | 
for which principally we are to believe, | 
or the principal-motive' of credibility. | 
Now to apply, I ſay, the Scriptures are 
the material object, or a part of the | 
ma erial object 'of our faith; | but not 
the formal object of our faith. | 

Al. Shir.- 1 proſecute my Argument 
againſt ſuch  objeQtive Revelations as 
being neceflary to faith. | 

Ge K, Weconfeſs the Scriptures are 
fofficiear to move us to an Hiſtorical 
faith, and that to a more excellent de- 
gree of Hiſtorical faith, than any other 
Hiſtorics in the world ; becauſe it hath 
more 


(23) 
more excellent outward motives of cre- 
dibility, as the conſent of all ages ſince 
| they were written, and of all Chrifti- 
ans, however differing. among them- 
ſelves, &c. but they are not ſufficient 
to beget in us a ſaving faith, without 
' 8 inward objective Revelation. 
| Al. Shir. I prove ſuch inward ob- 
jective Revelations are not neceſſary to 
beget ſaving faith, by this Argument : 
If there be no ſuch Secd in man as the 
Quakers maintain, then there are no 
ſuch Revelations as the Quakers inain- 
tain; Bur there 1s no ſuch Seed ia men 
as the Pnvbers maintain ; Therefore 
there are no ſuch Revelations, &c. 

R. B. (After he had repeated the Ar- 
gument!) I deny that ſecond Propoliti- 
on. 

A. Shir. I proveit, If there be no 
ſuch Seed in men, as a ſubſtantial, lis- 
viag Principle, diſtinct from the Soul, 
that 'can be heard, ſeen, favoured, ta- 
ſed, aad felt; then there is no ſuch Seed 
.in men: as the Quakers maintain «- But 
the firſt is true, therefore the laſt. And 
then the ſaid Alexander Shirreffe read a 
paſſage at length out of G, X, his Book 
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of immediate Revelation, page 6, 7. that 
the Sced was ſuch a living, ſubſtantia! 
Principlc, and that in the Seed theſe Re- 
velations were-only received. 

R. B. This is a digreſſion from. the 
matter, and a paſſing from the Theſes, 
which {ſhould have been the ſubject of 
this days debate, to G. K. his Book of 
immediate Revelation, 

G. K, I muſt now appear to defend 


my Book,” and Apologize to R. B. be- | 


cauſe I am neceſſitated to put my hand 
17 anothers harveſt ; Therefore I di- 
{tinguiſh upon the word ſuch in the firſt 
Propoſition, If by ſuch, thou meaneit 
a ſubſtantial Principle, &'c. I ſay, that 
3s altogether extrinſick to the ſubject of 
the debate; and. beſides it will engage 
us 1ato the greateſt nicities and obſcuri- 
tics of Philoſophy and School-divinity, 
that is not proper for this Auditory. 
Burif. by ſuch thou. meaneſt;; An Uni- 
verſal Principle of Gods ſaviog Grace 
in men, whereby they axe capacitated 
both.to know and do the will of God ; 
] affirm and am ready to maintain there 
is ſuch a Principlein all. men. | 

Al. $ber, Bur L prove that -that Seed 
in 
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ia men is not of a ſubſtance, orfubſtan- 
rial Principle. , 

G. K; lam ready todefend, that it 
is a ſubſtantial Principle. But that be- 
longing to the ſecond. Propoſition, we 
ought not to come to it before the di- 
ſtinction of the firſt Propoſition be 
diſcuſſed. Here the Students made a 
great noiſe. And G. XK. appealed to the 
Praiſes 4nd. Thomſon,who anſwered dif. 
q creerly, that G. K. did not refuſe to 
defend that the Seed of God was a ſub- 
ſtantial Principle ; but this was not its 
proper place, until the diſtinction of the 
former Propelition be diſcuſſed. 

Al. Shir. 1fhall wave the word ſub- 
ſtantial, &*c. and I offer to prove, that 
there is not a Seed of Ged in men, as 
the Quakers affirm, if there be ſuch a 
Seed, it is Either created, or uncreated : 
But it is neither created, 'nor uncreated, 
chuſe you whether. 

G.K. Aﬀter he repeated the Argu- 
ment : I diſtinguiſh the word Seed , 
as being either a Concrete Term , oc 
an Abſtract Term. 

7. E. Doth the people underſtand 
this Diſtinction e 
G.K. 
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G. RK. 1hope ye underftand-it, and] 
ſhall explain it to them, who under: 
ſtand it not. --A Concrete Term com: 
prehendeth two things ; the one in ret 
cas they ſay) the other in ob/iquo, that 
is to ſay, the one hath the other belong. 
ing to it, as merciful 1s a Concrete 
Term, 'which is as much as to ſay, one 
that hath mercifulaeſs in him, and fo 
mercifulneſs 1s the Abſtract, . which ſ1g- 
nifieth that one thing belonging to the 
Concrete. Now to apply : If we un- 
derſtand Seed as the Concrete, 4t 1s both 
uncreated- and created ; for it is God 
himſelf. diſcovering himſelf ro the Crea- 
tures capacity, in his work. of manife- 
ſtation, Which work is created ; but he 
who doth manifeſt himſelf in that ma- 
nifeſtation is uncreated. And becauſe 
he manifeſts himſelf at firſt in a low 
and ſmall degree unto the Soul ; there- 
. fore he 1a that manifeſtation is compar d 
unto a Seed ; even as Clemer:s Alexan 
arinus aith, that Chriſt compared him- 
ſelf. to a grain of Muſard-ſeed in his 
inward appearance ia mens hearts. 
Al. Shzr. The Seed! is not a ſubſtan- 
tialPrincipic,becauſe it is the manifelta- 
| £100 
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tion of God ; but the manifeſtation of 
God is not a ſubſtantial Principle, but 
accidental. _ | 

G. K. That may: be ſubſtantial or'a 
ſubſtance, which in another reſpect'is 
accidental, as Gold is a ſubſtance, ſo 
Silver, Houſes, Lands are ſubſtances ; 
2ut they are accidental to me, becauſe T 
may want them. 

Al. Shir. He faith, his Seed is a ſub- 
ſtance or ſubſtantial Principle. 

G. K. This is an abuſe, I ſpeak not 
of my Seed, or the Seed of man, but 
of the Seed of God in men. 

A. Sher. 1 prove that manifeſtation 
is not a ſubſtance. 

R. B. That brings us again into a Phi 
loſophical debate which is here to be a- 
voided, 

I. L. I prove that manifeſtation is 
not created. Whatſoever is of God, is 
God : But this manifeſtation is of God, 
Therefore it is God. 

G.K, Take notice of this young mans 
blaſphemy ; for if whatſoever is of 
God be God, then all the Creatures are 
God, as tones, Horſes, &c. for the 
Scripture ſayes, of him , and _— 

im, 
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him, and to him are all things. ' Here 
the Students made a noiſe, and fell a 
lau ghing to cover this ; ſome of them 
ſpeaking irreverently of God. 

G. K. I beſeech you, yea, I charge 
you all in Gods, fear, that when you 
ſpeak of that Holy and Dreadful Be. 
ing, yedo it with fear and reverence. 

A. Shir. Ye ſay then, this Seed is 
God in a manifeſtation : I prove it is 
not. That 1s'not God which can be 
meafured in meaſures, and can grow 
from a lefler meaſure toa greater, can 
be formed and grow up ia men. But 
God cannot be meaſured in meaſures, 
nor grow, &c. Thercfore this Secd is 
not God in a manifeſtation. 

G. K. After he had repeated the Ar- 
e1ment, I anſwer, God as in himſelf, 
or as in his own Being cannot be mea- 
ſured or grow up, it 1s true, But as 1n 
reſpect of his menifeſtatjone quoad 10; 
(or as to us) that 15 to ſay, as he comes 
forth as to us, diſcovering himfelf, he or 
his Spirit may be ſaid to have meaſures. 
And this I few from Scripture : As 
where 1t is ſaid in Zohr concerning 
Chriſt, God gaye not the Spirit by 
mea- 
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meaſure unto him ; implying he gave 


it forth in meaſures unto others ; and 
where Eliſha ſaid unto Elijah,Let a dou- 
ble portion of thy Spirit in.upon me, , 

2. L. He ſaith God cometh forth in- 
to the Creatures : I prove he cannot 
come forth into the Creatures, becauſe 
he is in himſelf, 

G. K. He doth come forth into the 
Creatures, and yet is ſtill in himſelf; 
for he is not limited as Creatures are, 
who go from one place to another ; bur 
he is in all Creatures, and in himſel: al- 
ſo; but this young man, -as I perceived 
by him the other day,isa nullibif in his 
Opinion, as they term them ; ſo that 
according to his Principle, the Soul of 
/ohe Leſly is as much in France, even 
row as 1n his body, or in this place,that 


sr0 fay, neither here nor there ; bu: 


herein I ſpeak according to Scripture- 
vo:ds, which ſaith , God boweth tke 
Heavens and cometh down; yet no: 
that he leaveth his own Being ; but it 18 
ſpoken after the manner of men, who 
every where jn all his Creatures ; but 
manifeſteth himſelf in ſeveral meaſures 
unto them. | 

Al Sh. 
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Al. Sh. There iS nothing in the Seed 
but God; therefore God in his own 
Being is meaſured forth according ty 
the Quakers Doctrine; for the Secdiz 
nothing but God and his Manifeſta- 
tion. 

G. K, The Manifeftation 'is in it ſel 
and not out of it ſelf, Can Mt. Shiy; be 
out of himſelf; or can any thing be out 
of itſelf? 

R. B. If ſome of them be not with-Y 
out themſelves, it is like they are be-Y; 
fide themſelves. : 
G. K. Ina moral way of ſpeaking, 

} 
j 


when a man isas a Mad-man, or be. 
fide his purpoſe, he is beſide himfelf 
Upon this the Students fell ro debate a.» 
| mong themſelves, whether they fhouldſ} 
proſecute the Argmnent or not ; ſomeſſ 

being for it, and fome againſt it, and 
thoſe who were for it boaſting of their » 
advantage. | y 
G. K. Iſceno ſtrength in your rea! 
foning to glory in, it hath not thei 
ſtrength of a cobweb ; but if you think «; 
it hath, produce it, and if any more bo 
water remain 1n your Bottle, bring | ll le; 
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"A. Shir. Yea, we have water e- 
zough yer in our Bottle to quench your 
Spirit. 
fl R. B. Come on with it then. 
| Wewill go from this to the eleventh 
Theſe, which R. B. read out, and is as 
Fl followeth. GE TT 
ll Alltrue and acceptable worſhip to God 
ut is offered #2 the inward and immediate 
moving and arwaing of hu own ſpit, 
bl phich 15 neither limited to places, rimes, or 
perſons; for, though we be to worſhip him 
always, in that we are to fear before him ; 
Witt 4s to the outward /ignifecation thereof in 
Prayer, Praiſes or Preachings, we ought 
Mit to do 3t where and when wewill, but 
where, and when we are moved therennto' 
by the ſecret Inſpirations of his Spirit in 
ur hearts, which God beareth & accepteth 
of, and 5 never warting to move us there- 
unto, when need is, of which be himſelf 
s the alone proper 7nage. All other worſhip 
then, both Praiſes, Prayers, and. Preach= 
ings which man ſets about in his own will, 
and at his own appointment, which be can 
MY borh begin andend at bis pleaſure, do or 
I leave undone as bimſelf ſees. meet, whe- 
ther they be a preſcribed Form, as a Lytur- 


2) 


(32) 


gy, or Prayers concezved ex; tempore, by 


che natural rength and faculty of the. 
mind, they are all but Superſtition, will- 


worſhip , and abominable Idolatry in the 
fight of God, which are to be denied. re. 
jetted, and ſeparated from in this day of 
by ſpiritual ariſing. However ut might 
bave pleaſed him who winked at the times 
of 1gnorance, with areſpett to the (mpli: 
city and integrity of ſome , and his own 
$:nocent Seed, which Lay as it were buri-. 
ed in toe hearts of men, under that maſs 
of ſuperſtition to blow upon the. dead and 
dry bones, and toraiſe ſome breathings,and 


anſwer them, and that until the day 


ſhould more clearly dawn and break, 

orth. : 

£ Al. Sb. By this Theſis ye afhrm, 

that no man ought to go about any duty 

without a particular impulſe of the Sp: 

rit- 

R B. Impulſe is not a word uſed by 

me, but an obſcure word ; therefore 

ſay, Inſpiration, or Influence. 

' Al. Sh. Either this Inſpiration ye 

have itin all things, or in ſome things, 

chuſe you whether. be 

R. B. We have it in theſe things re: 
| | WR 
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ating to our duties of worſhip towards 
God. | ah 

A. Sh. This contradits G. X. who. 
n his Book of immediate Reyclation, 
faith, That in all things whatſomever, 
ye ought to have an iopſpiration of the 
$pirit for the doing of the ſame z othcr- | 
wiſe we cannot do in faith, 

R.B. This is another digreſſion and 
zving from the purpoſe; for the Que- 
tion 1s not how. far I contradict ano- 
ther, but what in Reaſon ye can ſay 
apainſt what I have here affirmed : for 
when I ſhew you before how ye con- 
radicted your Maſter, viz. John AMen- 
ves 1n- another matter, ye would not 
admit it as relevant, though the Caſe 
be alike, alledging j1twas a Retortion, 
ye undertook to; difpute againſt the 
Theſes ; but it ſeems you find not room 
enough there, but.ye muſt run to G. XK. 
his Book for further matter. 

'G.K, I ſee it is more againſt G, K. 
tian R. B. his Theſes that you ſet 
your ſelves. And therefore G. XK. 
muſt defend G. K, But I ſay, 1n this 
there is no contradiction between R. B. 
and me, for there js a two-fold ſort of 
hi C 5 ' In 
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Inſpirations or in 


N te,divess of the Au- Snenres. rhend 
ditors were, dilpleaſed ,a} 9 


with their g-1vg from General,the other 
the Theſes. Special. The Ge- 
neral -Influences 
are given in gene}, -or common for 
the doing of all common or ordinary 
Actions, and.by the: ſpecial influences 
of the Spirit we are enabled to'go0. a- 
bout thoſe ſpecial duties, as of Pray: 
er, '\F hanksgiving , &-s6: Now of thee 
ſpecial inſpirations. or influences R. F, 
mhis Theſes is to be underſtood z and 
thus there is no conlttadicfhion betwixt 
him and me, . | 
R..B. To which I have this to add, 
there is a difference betwixt the influ- 
ences of the Spirit, as we are particu- 
farly acted by them. in fingular and par- 
ticular Acts of Worſhip, and as we are 
gcnerally influenced by the Spirit, -in 
ſo far as we come habitually to live and 
walk in the Spirit;i for in that reſped 
we may be faid todo every thing. inthe! 
Spirit, as we grow 'tp-into that ſtate, 
chough there be more particular influ-N 
cnces requilit in matters of wot: 


G.K. 


EN I'fay rn? articular Irflu- 
EF ences or inſpirations y; the Spirit ate 
cr of ſeveral ſorts, which are analogous or 
C proportional-to the ſeveral ſorts of du- 
MY ties, as Preaching, and Praying are ſe- 
or.veral ſorts of duties. Now the parti- 
ſl cular influence to Pray, is'not to Preach, 

SY and ſo'on the contrary. Alſo the influ- 
a-F ences Whick ſerve to duties: only in- 
y-E ward, as to wait, fear, and love God, 

(e donor ſerve without a ſuperadded in- 


p, Fiuence to the performance of outward 


1d Fduties- Therefore every influence tis 
«t Fto reſpect the duty that itis given un- 
lo, 

ol 4. Shir. I prove that fuch particu- 
U- Flr influences are not needful to acts of 
U-Yvorſhip ; thus : If fiich particu- 
- Flar influences of the Spirit: were need- 
re Fful unto outward ats of Worſhip,then 
they were alſo necdfyl-unto inward du- 
ties, as fo:waiting, deſiring, loving, and 
feeling God : but the Laft is abſurd, 
Ficrefore the firſt, © 

R. B. Having repeated the Arg: 
nent, 1 deny that i « laſt is abſurd. 

6. RK. Come on with that Argument : 
confeſs, it hath ſome Acumen or 
Ks | C 2 ſharp- 
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ſharpneſs in it; but ex 11a pharetra nus- 
quam venit illa ſagitta,this Arrow hath 
nor come out of thy Quiver, but out of 
thy Maſters, who hath formerly uſed 
this Argument againſt us. 

Alex. Shir, ] prove the laſt is ab 
ſurd : If the inſpirations of the Spirit 
be neceſlary to inward duties,as to wait, 
dclire, &c. then we muſt not wait with. 
out them 3 but this 1s abſurd, therefore 
15 the other, 

G. K. Having repeated the Argu- 
ment ; I deny that this is abſurd ; for 
we cannot ſuppoſe, that ever at any 
time an influeace or inſpiration can be 
wanting to wait upon God, to delire, 
and fear, and love him; and the parti- 
cular influences to particular duttes,ſuch 
as Praying, Preaching, Thanksgivingis 
not wanting, whenever the ſeaſon come 
eth to go about them. 

. Al. Shir, If ye have theſe. particular 
influences, why do ye not make uſed 
them ? Why do ye not ſay ti 
Grace? 

R. B. It will not follow that we 
not pray, nor make uſe of thoſe part«l 


lar jofluences, becauſe at ſometimes vs 
| (0 
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do not take off our Hats , or ſpeal: 
words, which are not eſſential to true 
Prayer. - | | 

. L, I prove that that diſtintion 
concerning general and particular influ. 
ences 4s not ſufficient, That which may 
be aground for a Heretick to for- 
bear Prayer for a whole year is not a 
ſufficient diſtinQtion ; but this may be a 
ground for a Heretick to forbear Prayer 
for a whole year; Therefore it is not a 
ſufficient diſtinAtion. 

G. K. Having repeated the Argu- 
ment ; Ideny the ſecond Propoſition. 

2. L. Iproveit, for a Heretick may 
pretend he hath not thoſe particular in- 
fluences for a whole year. Is 

G. K. Though an Heretick may pre- 
tend, yethe has no ground from our, 
Principle to pretend to any ſuch thing 
becauſe theſe particular influences can- 
not be wanting, neither for one year,nor 
for any time that the particular duties 
ought to be gone about; and if any did 
pretend the want of particular influen. 
ces, to pray, &c. they are to.be judged 
as gvilty and deceitful, as giving that 
for an excuſe which is not ſufficient, al. 
C 3 though 
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though all have not the utterance of - 
Prayer, ſo as to pray in words, nor can 
any pray truly-in words, but by a parti 
cular Influence, 

A. Sh. This Jnfluence or Inſ] iration 
15 cither commanding or ing ing; fo 
G. K. underſtgod.it : bur becauſe of the 
great confuſion or noiſe, ke cannot cer. 
tainly ſay ; and .upon this underſtand- 
Ing, G. K. anſu ered, it is not a ſufficient 
enumeration ; for there i is a midſt, 

Preſes A. Th.Maſter Keith Je know 
we ſay, nondat ur medium. 

Students. There is no midſt, betwixt 
contradictory Propaſitions.. 

G. K. But theſe Propoſitions are not 
contradictory ; for there is a midſt be- 
Om Omegeng and forbidding. 

. Sher. Either he doth command 
or ow command; there is no midſt here, 
chuſe you whether, : 

G. K. Hedoth not command vs in 
all things in which we are inſpired; for 
ſome Inſpirations are Mandatory, and 
commanding, ſome Permifſory , or per- 
miting ; .and ſome forbidding ; : ſabe- 
twikt commanding and forbidding, thc 
midft is permittifhg. 

| I:6- 
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- F. L. But a Permiſſion cannot bean 
laſpiration, otherwife ye might ſay, a 
. | ſtonedoth inſpire you as much as God, 

becauſe a ſtone doth permit or not hin- 
der you, 

G. K. Tdeny. the Conſequence ; for 
| offer to ſhew from Scripture, that Pau! 
when he did a thing by permiſſion was 
inſpired, as when he ſaid, 7 ſpeak this 
by permiſſon and not by Commandment. 
Here he was writing 
Scripture by inſpira- See 1 Cor. 7.6. 
tion in the very time. © compared with 

. 40, verſe. 
And again, where he See As 16.7. 
ſaid, I aſſayed to go 
to ſuch a place, but the Spirit permitted 
nor, | 

A. Shir. This was not a permiſſion, 
but a hindering, or not a permitting 
him. | 
. G. K. But I gather out of theſe 
words by the Rules of Contrartes, that 
if the Spirit did- not permit Payl at 
ſometimes, it dil permit him at other 
times, and this permiſſion was by In- 
ſpiration, and I hope it is lawful for me 
to mak2 this obſervation or note upon 
this Scripture ; ſeeing your Maſters will 

| C 4 male 
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make half a dozen not ſo much to the 
purpoſe. But for the further opening 
of this matter, I diſtinguiſh of permiſ. 
flon thus: There 1s a negative permiſſi- 
on, and a poſitive permiſſion : A ne- 
gative permiſhon ' is 8 fimple forbea- 
rance, or not medling in any caſe ; and 
ſuch a negative permiſſion is no ſuffici. 
ent warrant tous to doany thing. The 
politive permiſſion..-is when God by 
ſome inward evidence or ſignification 
of his Spirit by words or otherwiſe, ma- 
keth us know that he alloweth us to do 
ſuch a thing, although he command ir 
not. 4s for Example, if a Scholar 
ſhould go forth out of the School with- 
out getting of his Maſters leave, this 
1s ancgative permiſſion, and 1s not a 
ſufficient .ground for the Scholar to go 
forth : but when the Scholar cometh, and 
ſaith, Let me go forth, and the Ma- 
ſter anſwereth, thou mayeſt go, this is 
a poſitive permiſſion, .and not a com- 
mand, ; | 

Praſes Andr. Th. Examples are not 
Demonſtrations, 

G.K, But they may be uſed to illu- 
jtrate. | 
Preſes 
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Preſes A. Th.But the Maſter ſaith to 
the Scholar,exs, go forth, which is inthe 
Imperative, and that fignificth to com- 
mand. 

G. K. That is but a Grammaticiſm, 
for the Imperative Mood doth: not al- 
ways fſignifite to command , but ſome. 
times to command, and ſometimes to 
permit ; which TIrefer to the judgment 
of School-Maſters who teach the Gram- 
- mar. 

A. Th. Praſes, This 
is rather like a debate As in the third 
about Grammaticati- reg — 
ons of [Imperative fs 7 Rh; 
Moods, than about the wen: oo : 
matter intended, there- | 
fore come to the purpoſe. 

A. Shir. In the proſecution of this 
Argument againſt this Theſis alledged 
on G. K, he will not pay his debt, be- 
cauſe te may pretend he wants an In- 
ſpiration to doit. 

G. K. Ihope none can blame me for 
r&uſing to pay'my debr, and I pay my 
debt as well as any of you, nor can any 
beſuppoſed that men can want an in- 
ſpiration todo any ſuch thing, and we 
4 refer 


(42) 
refer our ſclves-to the judgment-of dif. 
cretion in all ſober perſons here preſent, 
Paul Gelly. | have an Argument to 
propoſe for Water-baptiſm. 
R., B. Thenjet me read the Theſis, 
which was read , and is as falloweth : 
As there is one Lord and one faith, (6 


there is one Baptiſm, Ephel. 4.5. which | 


s not the puttins away of the filth of the 


fleſh, but the anſwer of a good Conſcience | 
before God by the Reſurreition of Jeſus | 
Chriſt,1 Pet. 3. 21, ard this. Bapti)m ts 
a holy and ſpiritual thing (to wit ) the Bap- | 
tiſmof the Spirit and fire, by which we | 
#re buried with him, Col. 2, 12. that be- | 
ing waſhed and purged from our ſins we | 
may walkin newneſs of life, Row. 6.4. | 
of which the Baptiſmof John wasa fi- | 
gure;which was commanded for & time, and | 


not to continue for ever : As tothe Baj- 
tiſm of Infants ts a meer humane Traditt- 
en, for which neither precept nor-praliice 
x 10 be found in all the Scripture. 

R, B. What haſt thou againſt this 
Theſis, is itnot the expreſs words of 
Scripture ? 

P,G.Itis true, and therein we agree, 
but I oppoſe your meaning of it, ; 

| y 
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R.B. We makeno Note, that while 


meaning in the Caſe, this yourg man 
for the Scripture de. 35, prelccuring 


his Argument, F. 


careth oyr meaning. | 7,” of; jnfolent. 
G. K. Ye have 'a ly intrude himſelf 
large field 70 Diſpute and interrupted 
Jin; inthe laſt part of him, ard they 


J the Theſis,if ew pleaſe ; 110 Fi ; Apo. 
where he politively af- times. 
 F firms that ſprinkling of 


| Flnfants is a meer humane Tradition. 

{| Strdents, We will not meddle with 

" I that ar this time. 

' 3 2.6. Either you mean by this The- 

" Fs, that Water-Baptiſm is ceaſed or not 

' ceaſed. 

| 8.8. Come on, we mean it1s cea- 

" Fed. 

{| ?.6. 1 prove itisnot ceaſed thus ; 

- Wf the preſence of Chriſt is to continue 

* Fvith his Church for ever, then Water- 

5 Foaptiſm 1s to continue for ever, But the 
firſt is true. Therefore the ſecond. 

* | 6. X. People take notice, he ſaith, 

| Water-baptiſm is to continue for ever; 
if ſo, then we muſt be baptized in Hea- 

2 Fen after this life with Water-baptiſm. 

Stud, He means by for ever, to the end 
- Bofthe world. | R.8. 
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R, B. Having repeated the  Argy- 
meat, I deny the ſequel of the firſt Pro. 
polition, | 

 P.G. Iprove it from Matth. 28. Go 
teach and baptize all Nations, &c. Here 
Chriſt commanding them to baptize, 
ſheweth he will be with them to the end 
of the world; therefore as long as he 
was to be 'with them , that Baptiſm 
was to continue. | 

R. B. | grant the whole : but the | 
Queſtion is, if that Baptiſm be by Wa- 
ter, which [ deny. 

P.G. Iprove it was by water, If the | 
Apoſtles baptized with water, then they | 
were commanded to baptize with wa» |} 
ter ; but the Apoſtles baptized with wa- | 
ter : Therefore they were commanded | 
to baptize with water. | 

 R. B. ( having repeated the Argu- 
ment) 1 deny the Conſequence of the | 
firſt Propoſition. "y $53 

P.G. 1 prove 1t thus, Either the &- | 
poſtles did baptize with water by the } 
Command of Chriſt, Match. 28. or they 
were ignorant of the meaning of that 
Command, chuſe you whether. 

GK» 
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G. K. Itis not a ſufficient enumers 
tion, for they might have known the 
meaning of the Command, and yet bap- 
tized with water, not from that com- 
mand , but in condeſcention to the 
weaknefles of the Jews, 

P. G. If they condeſcended to bap- 
tize with water for the weakneſs of the 
Jews though without a Command, then 
ye ought to baptize now with water to 
condeſcend to peoples weakneſs now, 
ſecing ye confeſs that there are who 
are weak both among us and your 
ſelves. 

G. K, That will not follow , more 
than in the Caſe of Circumciſion, for 
the Apoſtle Paul did Circumciſe without 
a Command in condeſcention to the 
Jews, yet it followeth not that any now 
ſhould Circumciſe to condeſcend to the 
people who ſhould require it. | 

Stud. The parity is not alike, becauſe 
Baptiſm with water was Commanded 
tothe Apoſtles, ſo not Circumciſion ; for 
Jobn Bapts5# was ſent to baptize with 
water. | 
R. B. John Bapti5 was not an Apo- 

| ſtle, 
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ftle, and ſo. not concerned in that Com- 
miſſion, Marth. 28. And his Baptiſin 
was t0 decreaſe, that the Baptiſm of 
Chriſt by the Holy Ghoſk might eft- 
creaſe. 

Al. Sher. It muſt be water. Baptiſm, 
-becauſe the baptizing of the Holy: -Ghoſt 
is ceaſed now. 

G. K. People, take notice, he ſaith 
that Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt is ceaſed | 
now, - 

A. Shir, Itis ceaſed to be given by 
men, for do ye give the'Holy Ghoſt by 
the laying on of hands. 

G. K.The Holy Ghoſt may be given 
without the laying on of hands, and ho- 
ly men now are Intruments in con- 
veighing the gifts of the Holy Ghoſt to 
others, 

R. B. Did not Paul ſay, Rom. 1. 11. 
that he longed: to ſee them 'to commu- 
nicate ſome ſpiritual Gift : And beſides, 
as to the matter of condeſcendence, ab- 
ſtaining from blood and: things ſtrang-- 
led though particularly commanded by 
the Apoſtles, yet is not now to be pra- 
ctiſed by. aty condeſcention , as yout 
ſelvcs confels, 

G.K 
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G. K. Hear what Auguſtine faith in 
the Caſe of Circumciſion obſerving of 
meals, drinks, waſhing ſacrifices, &c. 
They are to be conſidered in a threefold 
reſpect; viz. ' Firſt as living under the 
.Law, Secondly, as dead after the death 
of Chriſt, Thirdly, as deadly as being 
once buried, and being once | buried 
they arenot to be again raifed up our of 
their Grave, out of Condeſcention 
J toany, ſo I fay theſame as of Water 
J Baptiſm, it being once dead and buricd, 
J isnot again to be raiſed up now after the 
1 Apoltacy., * 
1 P. G: I prove'that Water-Baptiſm 
J was thought needful even to thoſe that 
J were Baptized with the Holy Ghoſt, 
1 Can any man forbid Water, &c, as Paul 
J faid As 10. - | 
' G. K. Say Peter not Pal. 

P. G. Peter I ſay not Paul. 

R. B. That proves not all that it vas 
done by neceſſity, but to condeſcend to 
their weakneſs. | 

About this time the preſes, And. Th. 
going forth ſaid, it was now five a clock 
the time appointed for the continuance 
of the diſpute and ſo went away nor 
was 
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was there any argument farther urged, 

G. K. Preſes Al. Skeine, I ſee there 
is like tobeno more here but confuſion, 
ſccing the other prafes is gone. I ſhall 
ouly propoſe this juſt and reaſonable de- 
{ire to theſe Students, that ſince we have 
given them a fair opportunity to impugn 
and oppoſe-our principles, they alſo 
will promiſeus another day to impugn 
and oppoſe theirs. 

Stud. When we ſet out Theſes then 
ye ſhall have one opportunity to im- 
pugn them, 
G. K. Your Theſes are ſet out already, 
for your confeſſion of Faith is your 
Theſes, which I offer to impugn, 

Stud. OurFaith is eſtabliſhed by the 
Law of God and of the: Nation, and 
therefore ought not to be called in que- 
ſtion, | 

R. B. That it is eſtabliſhed by the 
Law of God is the thing under debate, 
and as for the Law of the Nation, ſo is 
the Popiſh Faith in /raly and Sparr, and- 
Aabometaniſme in the Turks dominions, 
will it therefore follow that Popery and 
Mahemetaniſme are not to be called in 
queſtion or oppugned, 

Stud, 
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Stud. We will come to your meets 
ings and debate further with you. 

R. B. Qur Meetings are not for des 
bate, but to wait upon God and Wory 
ſhip Him, but if ye pleaſe to meet 'ug 
_— again to morrow, we are ſatis. 

ed, fy 
' Stud. We will not. | 

R. B. Itſeems ye needa longer time 
to prepare.you,for yur preſent ſtrength 
is all exhauſted. | WES 
S Stud. We will come to. your Meets 
ing, and waittill it be done, and then 
oppoſe you, TWILS 

R. B. I have told you befare, thatag 
not proper, but on this condition I wall 
admit ir, that when I ſee meet, I may 
have the like opportunity to, come tq 
your meetings, and when your Preach-+ 
ers have done, that I be allowed to op+ 
poſe and impugne your principles. 

Stud. No, no, \ 

The canfuſion and tumult encreafing 
thorough-the removing of the Preſes, 
 A.Th.and diyers of the fobereſt people; 
and the Students vainly boafting of their 
victory, laughing, clamouring, and ma- 
king . a noife, and telling. they would 

D cauſg 


| (50) 
cauſe, publiſh in Print their(imaginary) 
Victory, occaſioned ſuch lightneſs and 
rudeneſs in a-rabble of the groſleſt fort | 
that were without the bar, that laying | 
hold-on: a heap' of Turffs, they: threw | 
many of them againſt us without offer- 
ing the [eaſt violence to our oppoſers on 1 
the other ſide, ſo- that having bear” di. | 
vers with hard Turfes, Peates, and alſo | 
with- ſtones.” B, B. with givers other | 
friends received ſeveraliknocks in his 
head;and/was'wounded-in his handiwith * 
a ſtone, while as the Students (the Ma. | 
ſters of Art ) and their Companions who | 
had been diſputing in matters of Reli. 
= inſtead of interpoling, themſelves 
p prevent, ſtood divers of 'them laugh» | 
ing, hollowing, and clamouring thereat, | 
and fo the meeting broke.up. CG. K. laid 
ta others more ſober that were preſcnt, 
theſe are your 'Church-members. | 
This true and impartiat-* account | 
Ewhich was offered to be-read to.their | 
Prefes, And. Thamſon butthe declined it, | 
alledging the matters treated-of were fo | 
Extrinfick' from 'his employment, and 
theſe things that took' up his head, and 
he ſo' apt toforget ſuch-things, that 
G, though 
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though the matter might be true he 
could-not- atteſt it. neither for us nor our 
oppoſers ; it was alſo read in writing to 
ſome judicious and unprejudicate per. 
ſons that were preſent, and are not of 
our 'way, and acknowledged by them 
to be according to their beſt memory ' a 
full and ingenious account, 2s may be 
further proved tn caſe it be called in que+ 
ftion) with we hope ſerve to appeaſe 
theſe empty clamours which the- Stu 
dents vain oftentatioti, and the 1gno- 
rance and prejudice of others might 
have raiſed, ſome of-whom did ſo little 
or at leaſt will needs appear ſo little r6 
underſtand the matter, as to affirm the 
Quakers were all routed, for they could 
prove 'nothing, whereas we were by mu- 
rual agreement tobe meer Defendents, 
& not tobe admitted at all to prove,but 
only to anſwer, and whether we anfwer- 
ed not- all was urged, will by this ac- 
count-appear, where none of the atr- 
guments are omitted, nor any whit of 
the ſtrength of them concealed ; as for 
what was or may be accounted reftecti- 
ons, we have nor put them in the body 
of the diſpute,becauſe we remember not 
; | D2 Pare 


(68) 
particularly at what time they were ſpo- 
ken. But that we may not ſeem deſign. 
edly to conceal any'as tending to our 
aifadvantage, ſo: far as we remember 
they were as followeth. That G.X. ſaid 
to.7.:Z. he ſpoke more with hjs fingers 
than his tongue,; after, what, need he 
make ſuch a work with his finger, and 
affect; a- canting: tone like , his Maſter 
14. that his head was too full of Mer- 
cury, and his heart.in his: tongue, where- 
as-a: wiſe mans tongue 1s in his heart. 
Now whether [., L.'s, extravagant be- 
haviour: did-not- deſerve: ſuch checks 
xwhye he oftentimes would be, ſpeaking 
when. his companions were, and put 
them by wich both his elbows, that he 
alone might be.heard, to which add his 
forwardnefs in his blaſphemous. aſſerti- 
on above obſerved, let the. diſcreet and 
judicious hcearers judge. A. Shir, ſaid 
he would overturn Quakeriſme and he 
hoped in ſo-dojng to-have his end. /. L.. 
that he might. not miſs to hit as he 
thought. G.-X, ſaidit ſeemed, he was 
an: Aberdeens man and would take his 
word again, which was noted by G. K. 


as being a reflection upon the City 
; | wher 


53 
where 7, Z, himſelf was born, which 
G. K. was not, alſp A. Shir. laughing 
and raiſing lightneſs called upon G. K. 
ſpeaking ſome words 'if there was a-No- 
tar that he might take Inſtrument. 

To which R, B. anſwered, that he de- 
fired the Notar might take Inſtrumenr, 
how Divinity Students ,and Maſters .of 
Arts that were preparing themſelves/for 
the Miniſtry were ſo light and unſerious 
in Religious matters, &c. But howeyer 
if they have gotten ſuch a Victory as 
they boaſt of, how is that conſiſtent 
with what we are informed of, and is 


noiſed up and down in the City, that 


70. Menzaes their Maſter went within a 
day or two to deſire the Biſhop to com- 
plain to the Primate and Kings Council, 

and procure us to he puniſhed for. hol- 
ding the Diſpute; &an Order that none 
ſuch further be admitted ; and indeed. 
if the Scholars have proved ſo good Dif- 
putants, we think, the Maſters cannot. 
1n reaſon refuſe this follo wing offer, __ 


Lad 
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R. B. Hs Offer to Jo, Menzies Pro- 
| feſſor of Divinity (ſo called) 
George Meldrum , Miniſter at 
Aberdeen, ad William Mitchel 
 Carechiſt, at foot of Dee. 


' A Sin this late Rencountre it was 
L 2A ſpecially provided, that it ſhall 
be abſtract from the Challenge made to 
you, and ſo no fulfilling of it; fo now 
this being paſt, of which you have here 
preſented to you a good and faithful ac- 
count, which we hope being ſcrioully 
weighed by your more mature Judg- 
ments, may allay any haſty joy that 
might have proceeded from the windy 
Triumphs the Students might have poſ- 
ſeſſed you with a belief they had ob- 
tained, who at {every turn to the nau- 
ſeating of the more ſerious and impar- 
tial Auditors, were 'proclaiming them- 
ſelves Victors, we think you more con- 
cerned; and indeed we are the more 
. deſirous to meet and debateit with your 
ſelves; for either this is all ye have -to 
ſay, which ye have pyt in their mouths, 
or 


| _<G9»y | 
or ye have more to ſay ; if 'this be all; 
then indeed it may be your wifdom nor 
to accept | this offer ; but if. ye have 
more, we ſhall be willing to hear it, and 
endeavour to an{wer it-; and as yout 
appearing your ſelves would be more 
ſatisfactory to the people, and is moſt 
deſired by them as well as us; ſo divers 
;nconveniencies that hath in this, or may 
fall in the like would be avoided ; for 
firſt, it being in your” publike houfes, 
there would be lefs occation of tumult, 
becauſe the houſe 1s capable to hold di- 
vers thouſands. Secondly, as it is pro- 
bable ye would not ſo readily be put to 
a ſtand as they, if it ſhould happen ye 
were : weare hopeful ye would not by 
raiſing a-laughter and clamour amongſt 
the people, and crying out three or four 
at once, ſeek to cover it, or boaſt of 
Victory, and cry out your Argument 
is pungent before we have time allows 
cd us to. anſwer it, Thirdly, you ene 
2aging' weare hopetul to procute dif- 
creet, Learned, and perſons every way 
conſiderable to be 1udges conſultative: 
upon our part, though not! profeſſmg 
our way, to help to moderate and keep 
D 4 good 
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wood order. . Fourthly, it is probable, 
that by theſolemnity of ſuch an action 
and the influence of your preſence, as 
well as other perſons of condition being 
there, might ſecure us from the hazard 
of clods, and ſtones; for 1 do truly aſſure 
you, 1 conceive my ſelf more able to 
anſwer the moſt pungent of your Argu- 
ment; than defending my ſelf from the 
Rones and blows of. your uareaſonable 
and brutiih Church-Members, Ir is by 
ſome of your people objected to us 
( whether it come from you or not I 
will not affirm) that it is below you to 
engage with us; but as this is altogether 
unſutable to Chriſtian Miniſters, whoſe 
Mr.diſdained not daily to debate,andan- 
ſwer the Queſtions of ſuch as oppoſed 
themſelves unto him, and tavght his 
Diſciples to leave the ninety and nine, 
and go ſeek after the odd one. . Next it 
is moſt unreaſonable, for ſince ye take 
liberty to ſpeak againſt us in your Pul. 
pits, and particularly to deſigne us, yea 
6 ſometimes to ſpeak untruths of vus.l 
deſire then to know whether it be agree- 
able to the Rules of Chriſtianity, or e- 
ven of common honeſty, to take liber- 
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ty to ſpeak ill of men behind their 
backs, abuſe their Principles and Repu- 
tations, and yet ſay it is below them to 
prove theſe Charges to the mens own 
faces. Secondly, 1t is objected, that it 
15 againſt the Laws to call the faith e- 
ſabliſhed by Law into- queſtion ; but 
may not the ſame be ſaid: againſt Pro-: 
teſtants in thoſe Nations where Po- 
ry and Mahomitifm are eſtabliſhed by 
Law ; yea, is not this the very pretence 
and put off whieh the Papit#s both in: 


1 Germany and France "gave the Primi. 
| tive Proteſtants, when they. defired pub-: 


a ae 


like conferences with them?And was ror 
both the Emperor Charles the Fifth,and- 
his Brother Ferdinanao ſorely checkt by: 
divers Biſhops of Rowe for granting 
theſe Conferences ? and the Queen- 
Mother of France openly reproved and 


{ cried out againſt by Cardinal Tarnor 


and other Clergy-men, for giving way 
to thar of Poyſy, as ſuffering the univer=- 
ſal faith of the Church. to- be called in 
queſt 01, Which had been eſtabliſhed by 


many Laws, 6 for afar longer time than 


the Profeſſion we oppoſe. It ſeems ye 
defend your ſelves chiefly by Popiſh 
Wea- 


(58) 
Weapons, as Will anon further appear : 
1n order Whereurito [ ſhall ſpeak a word 
or two to. Fobnt Atewzits, and fo make 


an end. | The ;greatett and frequenteſt 
Argument that both thy Scholars. and 0- 
thers make againſt ns, is, that we have 
no certain evidence by which'we can 
make known that we are led by the 


Spirit that Hereticks ard others cannot: 


pretend to. Now 1f this: niay. be ad- 


mitted as relevant or ſtrong againſt vs, 
EL -defire thou wouldſt be pleaſed ro ſhew | 
me how thou canſt extricate thy feif out 
of the ſame difhculty, when urged by: | 
the Jefuit Dempſter, that the Stripture' 
which thou afſigned as the ground of | 
the Proteſtant Religion ts an evidence | 
for you , ſeeing all Hereticks alſo pre- | 
tend toit ? Let m2: fee what difficulties | 
occur in our Caſe as tothe Spirit, which | 


likewiſe occurs not the fame very 
way in yours, as to the Scripture, For 
(beſides that we have as good ground to 
lay clatm to the Scriptures as your 
ſelves, and arcready, ana'T hope able 
to: prove . our Principles from them 2s 
well as your ſelves. If ye fay men may 
be deceived by a ſeducing.Spiritz W hat 
| | then? 
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9 
then? will it OTE follow that the. 
gpirit of God will- deceive any, or that. 
nen ought not to be guided by it, more 
than becauſe many men have been and. 
are deceived by a miſunderſtanding and 
wrong uſe of the Scripture, that there- 
fore the Scripture doth deceive people, 
or ought not tobe the Rule ? lf it be 
ſaid divers men pretending to the Spi- 
it contradict one another, doth not the 
ſame recur as ro the Scriptures ? What 
zreater Contradictions can there be than 


Ithere 1s betwixt certain Churches both 
J:acknowledging the Scriptures to be.the 
JRule ? Haſt thou forgotten (obn) how 


thou and thy Elder Brother Andy. Cant, 


Jvho both ailirmed theScripture to be the 
Jcaly certain Rule, & yet oftentimes be- 
Jfore che ſame Auditory ing the ſame Pul- 
I pit did from the very ſame ver. of Scrip- 


ture, Pſ 93. 5. Holineſs becometh thy houſe 
0 Lord, for ever, draw different and cons 
tradictory Doctrines, Uſes and Appli- 
cations? If that then will not infer ac= 
cording to you the Scriptures to be an 
uncertain Rule ; neither will the other 
asto the Spirit. If it be faid that the 
lame man pretending to be guided by 
the 


| (60) 
the Spirtt, hath been of different Juds, 
ments, doth not the fame alſo recur ag 
to the Scriptures £ Or need we go fur- 
ther, 7o7n, than thy ſelf to prove this, 
who hath all along acknowledged the 
Scripture to be the Rule, and yet ſome. 
time judged the Congregational way to 
be preferable to thePresbyterian, 6 then 
the Presbyterian better then Indepen. 
dent, and now the Epiſcopal preferable 
to both ? Or tell me, 7ohz, honeſtly, did 
the Scripture deceive thee when thou 
preached upon that Text, Why mourneſt | 
thou for Saul ? If thou ſay thou only 

here miſunderſtood the place, and mil- 

applicd it ; yet is the Scripture for-all | 
that true and certain ; may not the fame 

be ſaid, if one pretending the Spirit to 
be the Rule, ſhould fall in the like error Yke 
that the Spirit were not to be blamed, 

or thence termed uncertain ; but the T fir 
man that miſtook'the voice thereof, or } v0 
took his own imaginations inftead Js 
of it, as thou didſt thy miſapprehentions | by 
for the ſenſe of that Scripture. If thou Þ it, 
canſt extricate thy ſelf out of theſe diffi- I th 
culties, ſo as to ſatisfie me, Or any 0-' th 
ther rational and indifferent. perſon, I | fa 

may 
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way ſeriouſly ſay- to thee according to 
he Proverb, Erw mibs magnns Apollo. 
ind really thou mayſt not be without 
hopes of making a Proſel jte, Butifit 
e Yippear to all judicious ang unprejudicate 
» Wpcrſons that Foby Aenzies's Arguments' 
) Yegainſt 'the Pauakers are no other than 
1 ihe Jeſuits againſt him; and whatever: 
way he can defend himſelf againſt the; 
ſeſuites, ſo the Quakers can do againſt: 
him, and impngn and ftraiten him 'the; 
ame way, fo that his Argument is like; 
thc Vipers brood, that dettroys him that; 
brings it forth. I ſay, if this appear, 
 Fvbat may candid perſons -zudge of John 
IT Henzies honeſty that has afſerted in; 
FPrint , rhat Quakeriſm is. Popery! une 
J der a diſguiſe ; and the Papiſts and ©ua= 
kers are one. | i 
The ſtate of the Controverſie in the 

firſt place then both upon our part and 
yours is in Theſis and not in hyporheſs,that 

is not whether or not we be truly ruled 
by the Spirit, or can give an evidence of 
It, more than whether ye be truly led by 
the Scriptures, or can give any evidence 
that ye are ; but whether we do well in 
ſaying the Spirit is the principal Rule of 

| Faith, 
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Faith ; for though divers Sets now, t 

wit, Lutherans, Calviniſts, Epiſcopaliany 
Presbyterians, Independents, Anabaprif 

Antinomians, Arminians,\$£.d0 all quar 
rel one another, each laying -claim to bt 
led by the Scripture, & denying it of thi 
other; yet do they all agree in this, tha 

the Scripture 'is the only. Rule, witli 
therefore follow-that the Scripture is no 
the Rule or certain , becauſe none 0 
theſe can give a certain evidence convin 

cing their reſpe&ive oppolers, that the 

are led by it ?'So on the other hand 
though ſuch as afirm the Spirit to be the 
Principal Rule, cannot give- any evi 
dence ts convince rheir Oppoſers, that 
they are led by it ; it will not follow 
that it is not'the Rule, or that they err in 
affirming it ſo to be. 


(63) 


A Poſiſcript, 

| $ the Apoſtle Paul ſaid concerning 

the Spirit of God, that there arg 
diverſity of | operations, but one $ pirit, and 
ene body of Chriſt, which i bis Church ; 
ſo t may fay concerning Antichriſt, and 
his ſpirit and body. , The body of Antje 
chriſt is but, one, having many members; 
and the. ſpirit of Antichriſt is but one in 
o the rogt,though in different operatians,& 
appearances., And what is this body of 
Antichyiſt, but all theſe (whether Papiſſs 
or others,though pretending toReforma- 
tion, upder whatſoever deſignation,as F- 
tiſcopgls Presbyterian, Independent, Anabap- 
rt, orany elſe) who oppoſe the Spirt 
of Chriſt, in his ſpiritual appearances 
and- gperations in the body of Chriſt, 
which is his Church. A manifeſt ioſtange 
of the truth of this, I my ſelf of late 
have been an car and, eye witneſs of, 
Far not, many. months. ago I'had occaſi- 


on at, Londen, both to ſee with my eyes, 
= ©." _ 
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and hear with my cars, how the people 
celled . Anabaptiſts, ſome of their chief 


Teachers, proved denied, ſlighred, and 


(by all means-their earthly and deviliſh 
wiſdom could invent) laboured to make 


. of . none effect..the inward evidence of 
the Spirit of God in his people, alledg- | 


ing 6pealy io the faces of thouſands, That 
whoever .ould not give an evidence to 
their Adverfaries, that they were inſpi- 
red with the Spirit of God ſuch asno 


hereticks could pretend to, ' were no | 


Ehriſtians but deceivers. ' So theſe A. 
nabapriſts lately argued againſt vs at 
London in an open Aﬀembly. And fo 
now fince in, my .own native Country 
within theſe few days, 1 have ſeen the 
ſame Spirit to appear in men profeſſedly 
very much differing from Anabaptiſts, 


and flighting them as a ſort of Here- | 


ticks, yet one with them in the ground; 
and in this particular work 'and' ſervice 
alſo, to carry oh the great defigne of An- 
tichriſt, Theſe 'are ſome Maſters of 
Arts, Students of Divinity, as they call 
| themſelves, in the Univerſity of Aber- 
dene, who openly i in the hearing of di- 
vers hundreds of people, ſome whereof 

| were 
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the inward evidence of the Spirit of 
God in his peoplezas not being a ſufficient 
evidence unto them, unleſs they cout 
zive an evidence of it unto others, even 
their very Adverſaries,that they were in- 


J ſpired; andſoif we the people called 


Quakers could not give an evidence of 
this unto theſe our oppoſes, we were but 
deceivers. After it had been ſhewn them, 
that Papiſts & Jeſuits uſed the ſame Ar- 


J cument againſt all the Proteſtants, that 


indeed did more militat againſt them,out 
of the Papiſts Quiver,than out of theſe 
our Adverſaries Quiver againſt us, Ipro- 
duced ghe Teſtimony of the Sccipture,as 
the beſt and moſt convincing outward 


evidence that could be given, as a wit- 


neſs to the DoCtrine and Principle of 


{| Immediate Revelation and Inſpiration 


of the Spirit of God, owned by us, as 
being in all men in ſome meaſure, and 
conſequently in us. This is, I ſay, not 
the the beſt and moft principal evidence, 
nor the greateſt, that we have unto out 
ſelves, or unto one another, who are gas 


| thered into the ſame Faith, Spirit, and 
Power, fot that is the intmediate evi- 
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dence of the Spirit in our hearts, which 
witneſſeth bath to our ſelves and to one 
another , that we are the Children of 
God ;. but it is (I mgan the Scripture) 
the oreateſt outward and viſible evi- 
dence, that can be given unto our Ad- 
verſaries, whoin words own the Scrip- 
cures, as their only Rule, and chiefeſt c-| 
vidences. And in doing ſo , I fol} 
lowed the., example of our Lord and} 
Saviour, Jeſus - Chriſt, who while he 
reaſoned againſt the Jews, who profcl. 
ſcd 'to-own the Scriptures , but denicd! 
him ; he brought a teſtimony for him. 
ſelf out of the Scriptures, which they in | 
words owncd as their Rule; ; Search( (aid 
He) or ye ſearch the Scriptures, for in then 
Je thinkye have eternal life, andtheſe arc 
they, which reftific of me. Now though 
Chriſt his own immediate Teſtimony 
ſhould have been received as greatet 
than any of his Servants, ſuch as loſes, 
.and the Prophets were, yet he uſed this, 
as an Argument againſt them, as bring. 
.4ng them to their own Rule ; and ſaid he, 
bad ye believed Moſes, ye would have be 
' lzeved we,. for Moſes wrote of me. And he 
ſaid. again, Thave a greater teftomony thar 

| that 
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that of Jobs : and yer fohn was the grea- 
teſt of all the Prophets. So in like man- 
ner we ſay, We have a greater teſtimo.- 


ny to Chrift Jeſus by his Spirit, and 


Power revealed in us,than the teſtimony 
of Aoſes and the Prophets:, even than 
7ohn,who was the greateft.But when we 
produce.the Teſtimony of. 12oſes 6 the 
Prophets and Apoltles as an evidence to 
the truth of what we aftirm,'I ſay it 
ſhould be received by our Adverſaries 
who own the Scriptures as their chief 
and only Rule. For either they thould 
receive it, or not receive it ; if they 
ſhould receive it then they are faulty, 
who in the late Diſpute at Aberdene did 
refuſe to receive the evidence of the 
Scriptures, -as from us, only becauſe we 
ſay we have a greater, to wit, that of 
the Spirit within us, although we own 
the Scripture as the greateſt viſible and 
outward evidence that we'can give to 
our Adverſaries, If 'they ſhould not re- 
ceive the Scripture-evidence and teſti- 
mony as from us, becauſe we ſay we 
have a greater, to wit, that of Chrift 
himſelf immediately in usby his Spirit, 
then they muit needs _ ſay, ſor the 


2 ſame 
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ſarhe teaſon, that the Jews ought not to | 
receive the teſtimony of the Scriptures | 
as att evidence for Chrift, becauſe he | 
ſaid he had a greater ; and certainly he | 
had a greater, though they would not 
receive it, nor could not, as they ſtood | 

in their prejudice and malice, werewith 
they were filled againſt him,who did not | 

receive him. EL 

Now this I ſay with freedotn and bold- 
neſs of Spirit to all thoſe whether Pa- 
piſts, Anabaptiſts, Prelatica] or Presby- 
terian Profeſfors, who with one mouth 
require of us an evidence . that we are 
infpired, or have a meaſure of the In- 
iſpiration of the Spirit of God and 
Chriſt inus; TI offer unto all of you the 
Scriptures for an. evidence of this truth, 
wiz. that the @nakers fo called have a 
meaſure of the Inſpiration of the Spirit 
of God and Chrift in them; for accor- 
ding to the Scriptures teſtimony, Chriſt 
the true Light enlighteneth every man 
that cometh into the world ; and his 1l- 
lumination is his inſpiration ; I profeſs 
ſincerely in Gods fear, that the Scriptures 
Teſtimony is to tneas full andplain,and 
Fonvincing to prove this Truth,viz. that 
L an 
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I 2n illumination, Manifeftation, and In- 


ſpiration of the Spirit of God is given 
to every man, is in every man ; as to 
prove this truth, that Chriſt, who AC- 
cording to the fleſh, was born of the 


| Virgin 4x75, was the promiſed 1eſ- 


fab; now if we can prove from Scrip- 
cure that all men-have in them a mea- 
ſure of this Divine Illumination and 
Inſpiration by the Spirit of Chriſt, we 
have gained our point, which is,that we 
have alſo a meaſure of the ſame in us; 
for ALL 4AEN doth comprehend us 
called Quakers, as well as other men x 
I ſee not what our Adverſaries can with 
any colour object againſt this evidence 
from Scripture, but this, that 'they will 
deny that the Scripture bears teſtimony 


to this Univerſal Illumination or Inſpira- 


tion of the Spirit of God in men. But this 
brings the matter of the debate from be- 
ing perſonal to be doctrinal, ſo puts us 
upon equal terms at leaſt, with all our 
Adverſaries, eſpecially Prelatical, Ana. 
baptiſtiſt, and Presbyterian,Ge 1 ndepen- 

dent oppoſers whatſoever, who ſay,the 
Scriptures are their chief and only Rule. 

E-1 And 
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And though our 2Adverfaries ſay , 
the Scripture doth'not” teftifie to thar y- 
niverſal Inſpiration of the Spirit of 
Chrift in men, that moveth us not more 
then when the Jews denied that the 
Scriptures bore teſtimony to him, that 
was born of. the Virgin ary to be the 
Chriſt, We are able by the help of 
God to prove from Scripture the truth 
of this Doctrine of Divine Hlumi- 
natfon and Infpiration in all men, 
and conſequently in rhe Quakers as 
much as they, .or any profeiling *Chri- 
ftianity upon earth, can prove any Prin- 
ciple or Doctrine of their Faith. - Se- 
condly, we are able, and do offer by 
-the Grace of God againſt all our Oppo- 
ſers. whatſoever, to prove © from the 
Scriptures Teſtimony, that this univer- 
fal Inſpiration and Illumination! of 
Chriſt by his Spirit in men is a ſufhcient 
evidence of Truth, and Rule of Faith' 
and Life in .alſl men , and conſe. 
. quently in. us. called Quakers. Third- 
ly, that "this Divine T1ſpiration 
and Illumination, where it is not wil- 
fully reſiſted and rejected, but regardeg 
and attended, ts a greater evidence 
than 
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than the Scripture is, and witneſſed by 
the Scriptures.  .Fourthly, and yet the 
Scripture is the greateſt viſible and out- 
ward evidence that either we or they 
can give of their Rule, 

I ſhall conclude wich a reaſonable de- 
mand to theſe Young men, Maſters of 
Arts, their Maſters and Teachers, which 
is this, Whether they own theſe Aﬀer- 
tions, Afﬀirmations and Arguments of 
their Scholars in the late Diſpure, as fol- 
loweth, viz That whatever u of God us 
God, that the Scriptures according to the 
Quakers # fallaciow, and canbeguil m, 
that the Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt us 
ceaſed, and the reſt of their Diſcourſe 
inſerted in this foregoing Treatiſe, If 
yea, Let them declare ſo much to the 
people, who are greatly ſtumbled at 
theſe their expreſſions, even divers of 
their own Church ; if nay, then let 
them publickly reprove and difown 
thoſe words, otherwiſe not only we, but 
mary others will ſay, ye have both 
raught and allowed them fo to affirm, 
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Some folid Pos1irTrions. 
OF 


SOUND DIVINITY 


aſſerted. 


Unto the Clergy of what ſort ſom- 
ever, unto whoſe hands theſe may 
come ; - but more particularly un- 
to the Doors, Profeſſors, and Stu- 
dents.of Divinity in the Univerſities 
and Schools of Great Britaiy, whether Pre- 
latical, Presbyterian, or any other ; ROBERT 
B ARCL AT, a Seryant of the Lord God, 
and one of theſe (who in derifion are'gal- 
:Jed Laakers)wiſheth un feigned repentance 
unto the acknowledgment _ of rhe truth, 


Friends, 


| Neo you theſe following. Propy- 
AL [tions are offered, in which, 1 
they being read ard conſidered tn the 4 
fear of' the Lordy you may perceive 4 


_ 
*» 
I. 


_ Y | 
cord 35 and naked Truth, which 

man by his wiſdom has renared ſo ob. 

ſeure and myſterious, that the world 
& even butthened with the great 
and voluminous Tractates which are 
rae about it, and by th: < ain jan- 
gling and -(Comment«;''s, by which 
i wu rcndred a hundred-fold more 
dark 43d intricatc, than of it ſelf 


 #t is , which great Learning ſo ac- 


eonnted of (to wit) your School-di- 
vinity (which taketh up almoſt a 
mans whole life-time to leara)brings | 


pot 4 whit nearer t0 God, neither 


mnakes any man leſs wiched, or more 
righteous than he was , therefore 
hath God laid ' aſide the wiſe and 
Learned, and the Diſputers of this 
world, and hath choſen a few adt- 
ſpicable and unearned 1nftruments 
( 45 to Letter-learnins ) 4s he aid 
Fiſher-men of old, topubliſh his pure 
ard naked Truth, and to free it of 
theſe miſts and fogs, wherewith the 
> > cob Clev 
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Clergy hath chade] it,that the people 
might 1dnaife and maintain thems 
and among. many others, whos 
God hath choſen to make knows theſe 
things ( ſeeing T alſo have recerved 
7n meaſure Grace to be a aiſpenſer 
of the ſame Goſpel ) it ſeemed pop 
unto me, according to my guty, ro of* 


fer anto you theje Propoſitis as, which 


(though they be jhort, yet) are weigh- 
fy , comprehending much , and de- 
elaring what the true ground of 
knowledge is, even of that i nom- 
tedge, which leads to life Eternal, 
which is here witneſſed 'of,, and the 
teſtimony thereof left unto the liht 
of Chriſt iz all your Con ſciences, 


Faxewel, 
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Q*"7s the height of all happineſs is 

placed in the true knowledge of 
God ( This 6 life eternal to know the true 
Goda, and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſenc, 
John 17.3 ) the true and right under- 
ſtanding of this foundation and ground 
of knowledge is that, which is moſt ne- 
ceſlary* to be known and believed in the 
firſt place. 

IT. Seeing no man knoweth the Father 
but the Son,and he to whom the Son revea- 
lech\him, Mat.11. 27.and ſeeing the reves 
lation of the Sen is in, and by the Spirit ; 
therefore the Teſtimony of the Spirit is 
that alone by which the true knowledge 
; of God hath been,is,and can be only re- 
vealed, who as by the movingtof his own 
Spirit converted the Chas gf this world, 
into that wonderful order wherein it was 
in the beginning, and created man a li- 
ving Soul to rule and govern it, ſo by the 
revelation of the fame Spirit, he hath 
made manifeſt himſelf all along unto the 
_ Sons. of men, both Patriarchs, Prophets 

and Apoſtles, which revelations of _ 
Dy 
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by the Spirit, whether byoutward voti- 
ces and appeaaances,dreams or inward 
objective manifeſtations in 'the heart, 
was of - old the formal object of their 
faith, and remaineth yet ſo to be, ſince 
the object of the Saints faith is the ſame. 
in all Ages, though ſet forth under divers 
adminiſtrations » moreover theſe divine 
inward revelations, which we make ab- 
ſolurely neceſſary for the building up 
true faith ; neither do nor can ever con- 
tradict 'the outward Teſtimony of the 
Scriptures, or right and ſound reaſon; 

et from hence it will not follow that 
the divine revelations are to be ſubjected 
to the examination, either of the out- 
_ ward Teftimony of the Scriptures,or of 
the natural reaſon of man, as toa more 
noble, or cetain rule and touchſtone 5; 
for this divine revelation and inward il- 
lumination is that which js evident and 
clear of it ſelf, forcing by its own evi- 
dence and clearneſs the well-diſpoſed 
underſtanding to aflent, irreſiſtably mo- 
ving the ſame :thereunto, even as'the 
common Principles of natural Truths 
move and incline the mind to a naturdl 
aſſent, 8 LES 


A'3 IIIFrom 


1 | 
.1IT. From theſe revelations of the Spi- 
rit of God to the Saints, have proceeded 
the Scripmres of Truth, which contain, 
I. A-ia:rntul rittorical account of the 
ectinzs cf Guds pecple in divers Ages, 
with inany fingular ard remarkable 
Providence: attending them. 2. a Pro- 
phetical account of ſeveral thirgs,where- 
of ſome arealready paſt, and ſome yet 
to come. 3; A full and aniple account of 
all the chief Principles of theDoGtrine of 
Chriſt held forth in divers pretious de- 
clarations, exhortations, and ſentences, 
which by the moving of Gods ſpirit, 
were at ſeveral times, and upon ſundry 
occaſions ſpoken and written unto ſome 
Churches and their Paſtors : Neverthe- 
leſs, becauſe they are only a declaration 
of the fountain, and not the fountain it 
ſelf,therefore they are not to be eſteemed 
the principal ground of all truth and 
knowledge, nor yet the adequate Pri- 
tary Rule of faith and manners, Ne. 
veriheleſs, as that which giveth a true 
and . faithful teftimony of the firſt foun- 
dation, they are and may be eſteem- 
ed a ſecondary Rule, ſubordinate to the 
Spirit, from which they have all their 
excellencie and certainty ; for as by the 
in- 
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inward Teſtimony of the Spirit wedo a2 
lone traly know them, ſo they teſtifie, 
that the Spirit is that guide by. which 
the Saints are led into all truth ; there+ 
fore accordinz ts ine Sciiptures the Spies: 
rit is the firit 4:4 principal Leader; and, 
ſeeing we do therefore receive and; be-: 
lieve the Scriptures, becauſe they pro-! 
ceeded from the Spirit, therefore alfo the 
Spirit is more originally and principal- 
ly the Rule; according to that received 
Maximein _ — . 40d tu- 
num quodgque eſt tale, sIlud ipſum eſt magic. 
a Englithed thus Kel "El : 
That for which a thing 1s ſuch,the: 

thing it ſelf is more ſuch. -; - 

IV. All Adam's Poſterity ( or Man- 
kind) both Jews and Gentiles, as tothe 
firſt Adam (or earthly man) is fallen, de+, 
generated, and dead, deprived of thy 
ſenſation ( or feeling) of this inward 
Teſtimony, or Seed of God, and is ſub# 
ject unto the power, nature, and Seed of 
the Serpent, which: he ſaws in mens 
hearts, while they abide in this' natural 
and corrupted ſtate; from whence ig 
comes.:thatnot' their words and deeds 
only, but all their imaginations: are eytl 
- perpetually.in the fight.of .God, as pro» 
A 4 ceed- 
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ceeding from this depraved and wicked 
Seed. Man therefore as he is in' this 
ſtate-can know nothing aright; yea, his 
thoughts and conceptions concerning 
God, and things ſpiritual Cuntil he be 
disjoyned from this evil Seed , and uni- 
ted to the Divine Light) are enprofita- 
ble both to himſelf and others : Hence 
are rejected the Socinian and Pelagian 
Errors in exalting a natural light, as al- 
ſo the Papiſts and moſt of Proteſtants, 
who affirm that man without the true 
Grace of God. may be a true, Miniſter 
of the Goſpel. * Nevertheleſs this Seed 
is not imputed to Infants, until by 
tranſgreſſion they - aCtually joyn them- 
felves therewith, for they ase by Na- 
fureChildren of wrath, who walk ac- 
cording -to the power of the Prince of 
the Air, Eph. 2. 

- V, God out of his infinite ove; who 
delighterh not in the death of a finner, 
but that all ſhould live and be ſaved, E- 
zekiel 18, 32, and 33.11. hath ſo loved 
the world, that he hath given his only 
Son a light, that whoſoever believeth in 
him ſhould be ſaved, Johe 3. 16, who 
enlighteneth every man that: cometh in- 
to' the worlds. _ t. 9s and maketh 
 mani- 


9 
manifeſt all things that are ;reptovable,-. 
J £pb. 5.13. and teacheth all temperance, 
J righteouſneſs, and godlineſs, and this. 
Light inlightneth the hearts of all in a 
day in order to Salvation, if not reſiſt. 
J cd; nor is it leſs univerſal than the Seed 
J of ſin, being the purchaſe of his death, 
J who taſted death ſor every man ; For as 
J in Adam all die, even (6 in Chrift all ſhall 
J te made alive, 1 Cor. 15,22, þ. 
S VI. According to which Principle. 
I (or Hypotheſis ) -all the Objections a-. 
I gainft rhe univerſality: of Chriſts death. 
I arceaſily ſolved, neither is it needful to, 
I recur to the Miniſtry, of Angels, and, 
J theſe other miraculous -- means. which. 
{ they ſay God uſes to maniteſt the Do-; 
{frine and Hiſtory of Chrifts Paſſion un-. 
o ſuch (who. living in theſe places. of. 
-he world: where the outward Preaching, 
of the Goſpel is unknown) have well, 
:mproved the firſt and.,common Grace z, 
for as hence it well follows, that ſome 
of the old Philofophers might have been: 
ſaved ; ſoalſo may naw, ſome (who by, 
Providence. are caſt into theſe remote: 
parts of the world, where. the know- 
ledge of the Hiſtory is wanting)be made 
partakers of the Divine mynery if 
| they 
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they receive and reſift not that Grace, a 
manifeſtation whereof is given to cvery 
man to profit withal, 1 Coy. 12.7. this 
moft certain Doctrine then being recei. 
ved (to wit) that there is an Evangeli- 
cal and ſaving Light and Grace in all, the | 
univerſality of the Love and Mercy of } 
God towards mankind ( both in the 
death of his beloved Son, the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, arid -in the manifeſtation of. 
the light in the heart) is eſtabliſhed and 
confirmed againſt all the ObjeQions of | 
ſuch as deny it. Therefore Chrift hath | 
taſted death for-every man, Heb, 2.9. | 
not only for all kinds of men, as ſome | 
vainly talk; but for every man of all | 
kinds, the benefit of whoſe offering is 
not only extended to ſuch who have 
the diſtinct ontward knowledge of his 
death and ſuffering, as the ſame-is de- 
clared in the Scriptures; but even unto 
thoſe who are neceſſarily excluded from 
the benefit of this knowledge by ſome 
inevitable accident ; which knowledge 
we willingly confeſs to be very profita- 
ble and comfortable, but not abſolute- 
ly needful unto ſuch, from whom God 
himſelf hath withheld ir, yet they may 
be made partakers of the > 

| is 
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lisdeath ( though ignorant of the Hi». 
tory) if they ſuffer his Seed and Light. 
linlightning their hearcs} to.take place 
in which Light communion with the : 
father and the Son is enjoyed) ſoas of 


Jricked men to become holy,& lovers of 
That power, by whoſe inward and ſecret 
touches; they feel themſelves turn'd from 


the evil to the good, andlearn to doto 
others as they would be Gone by, in 
which Chriſt himſelf , affirms all to be 


J:cluded, as they have then falſly and 
Icrroneouſly taught , who have denied 
Chriſt to have died for all men, ſonei- 
Ither have they ſufficiently taught the 
J truth, who affirming him to have died 


for all, have added the abſolute neces 
ty of the outward knowledge thereof in 


J order to obtain its ſaving effect : Among 


whom the Remon(irants of Holland have 
been chiefly wanting, and many other 


J Aſlertors of univerſal Redemption , in 
J that they have not placed the extent of 


this Salvation, in that Divine aud Evan- 
pelical Principle of Light and Lite, 
wherewith Chriſt hath enlightned every 
man that comes into the world, which 
is excellently and evidently held forth 


\in theſe Scriptures, Gen.6. 3. Dent. 30» 
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14. 7ohn1.7, 8,9. Rom. 10, 8. Tu. 
2.11. | . 
"VII. As many as reſiſt not this Light, 
but receive the ſame in them, is produ. 
 ced a holy, pure, and ſpiritual birth, 
bringing forth holineſs , righteouſneſs, 
purity, and all theſe other bleſſed fruits 


which are acceptable to God, by which | 


holy birth (to wit) Jeſus Chriſt formed 
Within us, and working his works in us, 
as we are ſanQified, ſo are we juſtified 


m the ſight of God, according to the A-. | 
poſtles words, Bur ye are waſhed, but ye | 
are ſanitified, but ye are juſtified in the | 
Name of the Lord 7eſus and by the Spirit | 
of our God, 1 Cor. 6. 11. Therefore it | 
15 not by our works wrought in our will, | 


nor yet by good works conſidered as of 


themſelves, but by Chrift who is both | 


the giftand the giver, and the cauſe pro- 
ducing the effets in us, who as he hath 


reconciled vs while we were enemies, | 


doth alfoin his wiſdom ſave us and ju- 
ftifie us after this maner, as ſaith the 
ſame Apoſtle elſewhere, according to 
his mercy ke hath ſaved us, by the waſh- 
ing'of regeneration and the renewing of 
the Holy Ghoft, T#tms 3. 5. 
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VIII. In whom this holy and pure 
birth is fully brought forth, the body of 
death and fin comes to be crucified and 
removed , and their hearts united and 
ſubjected unto the truth, ſo as not to 0- 
bey any ſuggeſtion or temptation of the 
evil one, but to be free from actual ſin. 


Y ing, and tranſgreiling of the Law of 


30d, and in that reſpect perfect; yet 
joth this perfection ſtill admit of a 
rowth, and there remaineth ever in 
ſome part a poſlibility of finning, where 


J the mind doth not moſt diligently and 
J vatchfully attend unto the Lord, | 


IX. Although this Gift and inward 


J Grace of God, be ſufficient to work out 
J Salvation, yet in thoſe in whom it is re- 


iſted, it both may and doth become 
their condemnation : moreover in whom 


J it hath wrought in part, to purifie and 


ſanCtifie them in ordr to their further 
perfection ; by diſobedience ſuch may 
fall from it and turn it. to wantonnelſs, 
making ſhipwrack of Faith, 17m. 1. 
19. and after having taſted of the Hea- 
Heavenly gift, and been made partakgrs of 
the Holy Ghoſt, apain fall away, Heb.6. 4; 
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$, 6.'yet fuch an increaſe and ftabil 
ty in the Truth may in this life be a 
tained, from which there cannot be 
total Apoſtacie. 
XR. As by this Gift, or Light of Ga 
all true knowledge in things fpiritual 
received and revealed, ſo by the ſam 
as it is manifetted and received in th 
heart by the ſtrength and power ther 
of, every true Miniſter of the Goſpeli 
ordained, prepared, and ſupplied in th 
work of the Miniſtery, and by th 
leading, moving, and drawing hereof 
ought eyery Evangeliſt and Chriftia 
Paſtor to be icd, and ordered in hi 
labour and work of the Goſpel, botl 
as to. the place where, as to the Pe 
fon to whom, and as to the time 
when he is to Miniſter ; Moreoyer,whi 
have this Authority may and ought tg 
Preach the Goſpel, though without hu 
mane Commiſſion or Literature; as or 
the other hand, who want the Authori 
ty of this Divine Gift, however Learn 
ed or Authorized by the Commiſſions o 
'Men and Churches, are to be cſteemec 
but as deceivers, and not truc Miniſter 
of 
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vF of the Goſpel; alſo who have received 
of this holy and unſpotted Gift, as they 
have freely received, ſoare they freely 
to give, atth. 10.8. without hire or 
bargaining, far leis to uſe it as a Trade 
to get Money Uy it : yetif God hath 
called any from their Implayments or 
Trades, by which they acquire their 
livelihood, it may be lawful for ſuch 
[according to the liberty whichthey feel 
given them in the Lord 7] to receive 
ſach Temporals (to wit) what may be 
needful tothem for Meat and Clothing, 
as are freely given them by thoſe to 
whom they have communicated ſpiri- 
tuals. | 

XI. All true and acceptable worſhip 
to God is offered in the inward and im- 
mediate moving and drawing of his 
own Spirit, which 41s neither limited te 
places, times, or perſons ; for though 
webeto worſhip him always, in that we 
are to fear before him ;z yet as tothe out 
ward ſignification thereof in Prayers , 
Praiſes, 'or Preachings, we ought not tg 
doit where and when we will,but where 
and when we are jmoved thereuntoby 
the ſecret Inſpirations of his Spirit in our 


(26) 
hearts, which God heareth and accept: 


eth of, and is never wanting to move us | 


thereunto, when need is, of which he 
himſelt 1s the alone proper Judge : all 
other worſhip then, both Praiſes, Pray- 
ers, and Preachings, which man ſets a- 
bout in 1415 own will, and at his own aps» 
pointment, which he can both begin and 
end at his pleaſure, do orleave undone 


as himſelf ſees meet, whether they be | 
a preſcribed Form, as a Liturgy or Pray- | 


Ers conceived extemporarely , by the 
natural ſtrength and faculty of the mind, 
they are all but Superſtitions, Will-wor- 
ſhip , and abominable Idolatry in the 
ſight of God, which are to be denied, 
rejected, and ſeparated from in this d-y 
of his Spiritual ariſing, however it 
might have pleaſed him who winked at 
the times of ignorance, with a reſpect 
.to the ſimplicity and integrity of ſome, 
and of his own innocent Seed, which lay 
asit were buried in the hearts of men, 
under that maſs of Superſtition to blow 
Upon the dead and dry bones, and to 
raiſe ſome breathings and anſwer them, 
and rhat until the day ſhould more clear 
ly dawn and break forth, £+50 
Th «MI. As 
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XII, As there is one Lord, and one 
Faith, ſo there is oe Baptiſm, Epheſ. 
4. 5. which 1s not the putting away the 
filth 57 the No(h. but the anſter of a 
ood Cor:icience before Cod, by rhe 
ReturriCtionok Joſns Chriſt, 1 Peter 3. 
11, 219 ihis Baptiſm is a bu ind Spi- 
ritual ihing (to wit} the Baptiſm of the 
Spirit and fire, by which we are buried 
with him, Col. 2. 12. that being waſhed 


and purged from our ſins we may walk 


in newneſs of life, Roy. 6. 4. of which 
the Baptiſm of John was a figure, which 
was Commanded for a time, and not to 
continue forever; as to the Bay'!iſm of 
Infants it is a mecr humane Tradition, 
for. which netitcr Precept nor Practice 
is to be found in all the Scripture. 

XI!T. The communion of the Body 
and Blood of Chriſt is inward and Spirt- 
thal, which is the participation of bis 
fleſh and blood, by which the inward 
man is daily nouriſhed in the hearts of 
thoſe in whom Cariit dwells, of which 
things the breaking of bread by Chriſt 
with his Difciples was a figure, which 
they even uſed in the Church for a time, 
B who 
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who ad r2ccived the ſubſtance, for the 
Cauſe of oy nts even as abſtaining 


iron things firangled, and from blood, 
AS 15,20, te wathing one anothers 
(227, 76457 12. 14. and the anointing of 
te ok with O11, Zames 5.14.21 wich 
Ere Commended wit no leſs authority 


S&T ſ0iemiity tha p th former ; yet ſeeing 
Ley ure ou the ſnidows of better things 
Hey cue in ſach as have obtained the 
jubilance, 

NV. Since God hath aflumed to 
himſclf the Power and Dominion of the 
Coaſcience, who alone can rightly 1n- 
ſtruct and POVErn it, therefore iT 15 not 
lawful for any w hatfoever; by vertue of 

any Authority or Principality they ou 
in the Government of this World, 
force the Conſci2nces of others ; Nd 


' therefore all Killing, Baniſhing, Fining, 


Inpriſoning, and other ſuch things 
which men are afflicted with for the a- 
lone exerciſe of their Conſcience or dit- 
ference in Worſhip, or Opinton, pro- 
ceeceth from che Spirit of Cain, the 
mu; therer, and 15 contrary to tne truth, 
proviiitng always that no man under the 
Pre» 


Cp 
pretence of Conſcience prejudice his 
Neighbour in his life or eſtate, or do a- 
ny thing deſtructive to, or inconſiſtent 
with humane Socicty, in which caſe the 
Law is for the tranſgreſſor, and Juſtice 
is to,be adminiſtrea upon all without re- 
ſpect of Perſons. 

XK V.Seceing the chief end of all Religion 
isto redeem man from the Spirit and 
vain converſation of thig World, and to 
lead into inward ſcommunion with God, 
before whom if we fear always we are 
accounted happy, therefore all the vain 
cuſtoms and habits thereof both in word 
and deed are to be rejected and forſa- 
ken by thoſe who come to this fear, ſuch 
as the taking off the Hat to a man, the 
bowings and cringings of the body, and 
ſuch other Salutations of that kind,with 
all the fooliſh and ſuperſtitious formali- 
ties attending them, all which man has 
invented in his degenerate ſtate to feed 
his pride in the vain pomp and glory of 
this world,as alſo the unprofitable Plays, 
frivolous Recreations, Sportings and 
Gamings which are invented to paſs a- 
way the pretious time, and divert the 

B 2 mind 
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mind from : the witneſs of God in the 
heart, and from the living ſenſe of his 
fcar, and from that Evangelical Spirit 
wherewith Chriſtians ought to be leave- 
ned, and which led- into ſobriety, gra- 
Kty and Godly fearin which as we a- 
bide, the bleſſing of the- Lord is felt to 
attend us 1n theſe actions which we are 
necefiarily engaged in order to the ta- 
king care tor the ſuſtenance of the out- 
ward man, 


(21) 
Heſe . Propoſi tions Con- 


taining a ſhort account 
of the moſt material 
Principles of. our Þ aith (eſpe- 
cially .in thofe things wherein 
we diff er:from others of another 
Perſmaſion) being already pub- 
liſhed in Latin and Dutch, arc 
| now alſo, ſet forth in our own 
Language for a more general 
ſervice;which I with ſome other s 
of my Brethren do hereby offer 
to defend, if we may be allow- 
ed theſe Publick Places, where 
we have been ſo much repreſent - 
ed, and ſhall be willing either 
at Aberdeen (where the fierceſt 
of ourOppoeſers are judged tobe) 


or 
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or elſewhere in this Nation, to 
be ready before the mo$ publick, 
* and judicious Auditories, to 
preſent our ſelves with the (help 
and aſſiStance of God ' for that 
effet, baving timous adver- 
teſement, and being allowed e- 
qual and reaſonable terms. 


Rob. Rarclay. 
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